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Bears get solid play from 
everyone in near-perfect game 


I'd have to say that the Bears played as 
close to a perfect game as they could against 
the Vikings Sunday. 

Even though the game was close most of 
the way, 38-7 looks pretty good in the paper. 


DOUG BUFFOAE os 


The Bears got that kind of a big win by get- 
ting great play out of everyone. 

Both the offensive and defensive lines had 
great games. Mark Bortz, | thought, had an 
exceptional game blocking and opened up 
some great holes and plowed a lot of tack- 
lers out of Neal Anderson’s way. 

And going against a defensive line and 
linebacker corps filled with all-pros, Mike 
Tomezak didn’t get sacked once. What a 
tribute to the line play! : 

The defensive line did a solid job of rush- 
ing Wade Wilson, which helped in creating 
the turnovers. 

And | thought defensive coordinator Vince 
Tobin did a great job of using the blitzes Sun- 
day. The game plan also was creative. | don’t 


think the Vikings expected the kind of blitzes 
the Bears used. 

And Neal Anderson, what can you say? Is 
there anything left for him to do, other than 
maybe punt? 

Even though Mike Tomcezak’s numbers 
weren't great, | thought he had a good game. 
He got the ball to the right people in the right 
situations and took just what the defense 
gave him. That’s the key to success. 

| think what happened was the Bears beat 
Minnesota at its own game. The Vikings 
usually just hang close and wait for the other 
team to make the mistakes. Then they 


pounce on them. 

What happened Sunday, though, was that 
the Bears played the Vikings pretty even 
through about the first three quarters. And 
then it was the Vikings who started making 
the mistakes and the Bears who took advan- 
tage of them. 

The Bears were almost flawless Sunday. 
Even when Matt Suhey and Thomas 
Sanders were brought in to rest the starters, 
there was no relief for Minnesota. Suhey 
makes a great catch and Sanders keeps the 
ball moving like Anderson did. There was no 
letup. 


aS 
Doug's Picks 


Bears by 10 over Lions 
Chicago will stay on a roll 


Colts by 3 over Falcons 
Take Indianapolis at home 


Oilers by 7 over Bills 


Houston definitely a home team 


Vikings by 7 over Steelers 
Pittsburgh doesn't show anything 


Saints by 4 over Buccaneers 
Tampa Bay looks tougher 


Giants by 6 over Cardinals 
Phoenix can't keep it going 


Eagles by 6 over 49ers 
Things are going Philly's way 


DRAW PLAY By Dick Kulpa 


wit A 
BIG 


Patriots by 6 over Seahawks 
Seattle is struggling early 


Redskins by 6 over Cowboys 


Dallas has learning to do 


Rams by 7 over Packers 
Green Bay not that improved 


Chiefs by 3 over Chargers 
McMahon can’t do it all 


Dolphins by 6 over Jets 
Marino will carry Miami here 


Raiders by 3 over Broncos 
L.A. a surprise team 


Bengals by 6 over Browns 
Cincinnati still on the rise 


Bigger role’ ¥ 
sought for | 


(Faken from Mike Ditka’s press confer- 
ences last week.) 


Q: Is this the year the tight ends get 
more involved in the offense? Last week 
they caught five passes, including one for 
a touchdown. 

A: | don’t know. I think what happened to 
us (against Cincinnati) is that they were 
open. The strength of Cincinnati’s secondary 
is their cornerbacks, not their safeties, 
coverage-wise. So they played us better out- 
side than inside. As a result we had some 
people open inside. 

If we can get the ball to the tight ends five 
times a game, it should make us a better 
football team. | think it will take some pres- 
sure off the outside guys. 

| would love to get the ball to Neal (Ander- 
son) as a receiver, which | didn’t. But we got 
it to him enough where he gave us a pretty 
good piece of offense. 

Q: What does your veteran leadership 
do for the team as far as keeping every- 
one pointed in the right direction? 

A: Well, right now I’m doing that. It’s my 
job to keep everybody focused and pointed 
in the right direction and talk to the people 
who aren’t and find out if we have a problem. 
That’s my job as a head coach. 

If someone’s not pulling their load, | think 
it’s our leaders’ responsibility to go to them 
and say, ‘Hey, what’s the problem?’ You 
have to be in front of the wagon, not behind 
it. And | think that our guys do that. 

| think we get great leadership from Hamp- 
ton and Singletary through example. Dan 
talks a little bit, but Mike’s a doer. Dan gets 
excited. 

On offense, | think Jay (Hilgenberg) is a 
very good leader and | think Mike (Tomezak) 
is a very good leader. Mike doesn’t say very 
much. 

As a matter of fact, | thought he was too 
exhuberant in the end zone (against Cincin- 
nati). I’m going to see if he can cut that down 
a little bit. 

But he works hard. He’s getting more and 
more discipline. | like the way he works and 
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Jim Thornton caught four passes in the opening see his tight ends catch at least that many passes each 


game against Cincinnati, and Mike Ditka would like to week. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


studies. He knows what’s going on. He 
cares. That's what | want. 

| want (our leaders) to set the example by 
the way they work and by the way they look 
on the field and off the field; the way they 
carry themselves; the way they feel about 
playing for this football team. That’s what | 
want out of them. 

Q: Is it a little risky making all the per- 
sonnel changes that the Bears have in the 
past couple of years? 

A: It is and it isn’t. The reasons the Vik- 
ings fell off with the great football teams they 
had is they didn’t make the changes fast 
enough in the defensive line. So I’m sure 
they'll make them from now on. 

All we’re trying to do is keep the team 
balanced between young and old. And some 
of the starters changed through no choice 
of ours. We had no choice in a couple of 

those issues. 

Q: How does the chemistry on this 
year’s defense compare with the chemis- 
try of the 1985 defense at this point in the 
season? 

A: It’s very similar. But everybody gets 
caught up with 1985’s chemistry. After we 
got to about 8-0, that’s when everybody star- 
ed writing and reading and talking about all 
the chemistry. In the first three games, the 
offense won the games. | don’t want to hear 
about how great the defense was (early). The 
defense came on at the end of the year and 
played super and played the greatest three 
games ever in the playoffs and Super Bowl. 

Q: Can you compare the Viting defense 
to the Bear defense of 1985? 

A: They play very much like we played in 
1985 — a very high-pressure defense. 
They're willing to blitz you, they're willing to 
play man-to-man and if they have to, they’ll 
drop off and play you. They make things hap- 
pen. They make turnovers happen. They cre- 
ate fumbles. They hit. They swarm to the 
ball. They’re very similar in their looks: 

And they’re playing a lot more Bear 
defense now. And they have some dynamite 
people playing now. They’ve really increased 
their team speed again. And that was the 


one thing they didn’t need, is anymore team 
s ; 
They use (Merriweather) very intelligent- 
ly. They move him around very well. They're 
also getting good play out of Noga and 
Howard. 

Q: Anthony Carter has usually had big 
games against the Bears. What can you 
do to stop him? 

A: Water the field. Steal! his shoes. What 
are you going to do? | thought there were 
a couple games in the past | thought, ‘Gee, 
we have him under control.’ The next thing 
I know, bang, he was. gone for a touchdown. 

Last year in the last game we played him 
fairly decent. He didn’t kill us as bad as he 
normally does. But a lot of it is because of 
what they do. They know when he’s got sin- 
gle coverage and he runs a great post, and 
he runs a great corner route off the post. 
That’s a lot of it. 

Q: Are you concerned about Donnell 
Woolford getting an early baptism against 
Carter? 

A: No. Carter wilf probably be 60 points 
better because he wears No. 81 and the 
other guy wears No. 21, but that’s the only 
thing | can see. 

| don’t worry about it. Woolford’s got to 
play. We’ll help him where we can. And 
where we can’t he has to play him. And | 
think we’ll cover him well. We're just going 
to try to be as good as we can covering the 
other people and covering him. And maybe 
we can take some pressure off him with the 
offense. 

Our philosophy would be to double-team 
(Carter) every play. But if you double him ev- 
ery play, sure enough someone else is go- 
ing to hurt you. 
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Turnovers finally come 
4 interceptions blow open win over Vikings 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


CHICAGO — Finally, the drought is over. 

After going through the entire 1988 sea- 
son and the beginning of the 1989 season 
scrambling unsuccessfully for turnovers, the 
Bears couldn’t stop creating them in the se- 
cond half of Sunday’s game against Min- 
nesota at Soldier Field. 

The Bears turned three interceptions in 
the fourth quarter into 21 points to blow open 
a tight game and beat the Vikings, 38-7 be- 
fore 66,475 fans. The win also left the Bears 
alone in first place in the NFC Central with 
a 2-0 record. 

Minnesota quarterback Wade Wilson 
threw a total of four interceptions in the game 
as the Bears’ patience with getting turnovers 
finally paid off. 

“We work on them,” said linebacker Ron 
Rivera, who had one interception. “We work 
on them every day. A lot of this is playing 
tough defense, playing the coverage that's 
called and just working hard.” 

_ The reason head coach Mike Ditka wants 
to see the turnovers is the Bears are almost 
impossible to beat when they get them. 

“‘Any time we end up getting three tur- 
novers, we haven't lost in a long, long time,” 
Ditka said. ‘“‘And that was the key to the 
game.” 

The interceptions came at key times for 
the Bears, and just as importantly, they were 
able to take advantage of them. 

The first interception thrown by Wilson 
may have been the most important one for 
the Bears. Chicago was up 10-7 with less 
than two minutes remaining in the first half 
as Minnesota was driving to get on the board 
once more before halftime. 

The Vikings moved from their own 30 to 
the Bear 34, where they faced 3rd-and-14. 

That’s when Wilson went for Anthony Cart- 
er on the right sideline inside the five-yard 


line, but cornerback Donnell Woolford was 
right there and made a leaping catch to in- 
tercept the ball with 16 seconds left in the 
half. 

“We were in man-to-man,” Woolford said. 
*‘And from the films | knew Carter liked run- 
ning that close corner. And he headed like 
he wanted to go in that time. And | just read 


- it pretty well and came off him for the ball.”’ 


Woolford hurt on the play 


Woolford came down hard on his left 
shoulder after making the catch and sepa- 
rated it. Lemuel Stinson started the second 
half in his place. 

“It’s bad. But he'll play when the pain 
goes away,” Ditka said. “‘If the pain goes 
away in a week, he'll play in a week. Ifit goes 
away in five weeks, he'll play in five weeks. 
That’s all we can tell you.”’ 

That kept the Bears in the lead, and the 
other interceptions in the fourth quarter 
sealed the win. 

With the score still 10-7 in the final peri- 
od, the Bear defense got its chance to turn 
the game around when Minnesota had the 
bali to start the fourth quarter. From his own 
25 Wilson went back to pass to Carter, but 
he overthrew him and Shaun Gayle was right 
there to pick off the pass at the Vikings’ 46. 

Four rushes by Thomas Sanders and an 
eight-yard pass to Dennis McKinnon moved 
the Bears to the Viking 24. Mike Tomezak 
then went back to pass and while running 
backward to get away from the rush, threw 
off-balance to Matt Suhey, who made a div- 
ing catch at the two-yard line. 

“| told Suhey he’s not good enough to 
make that catch,’’ Ditka said. “fdon’t know 
how he did it. Mike had to throw the ball up.” 

Neal Anderson took care of the scoring 
from there, rushing into the end zone behind 
the blocking of Mark Bortz for a 17-7 lead 
with 10:22 to play. 
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Anderson had his second big game in two 
weeks of the regular season, gaining 97 
yards on 23 carries. 

“Neal Anderson is showing you that he is 
one of the outstanding backs. I’m just tick- 
led to see him slamming in there. He’s taken 
some shots, but he’s giving some shots. | 
was glad to see us getting him the ball out 
of the backfield.” 

Seeing that that worked so well, the Bears 
thought they'd put that chain of events 
together again. 

On the Vikings’ second play when they got 
the ball back, Wilson was again intercepted, 
this time by Rivera. Rivera made a diving 
catch at the Bear 37-yard line of a pass that 
was tipped by running back Rick Fenney. 

“It was a great play,’’ Ditka said. “He 
didn’t overdo it. He just made sure he caught 
the ball and didn’t worry about running with 
it.” 

When the offense took over, it was time 
to grind out the time and yardage on the 
ground. Anderson ran the ball four times and 
caught one pass and Thomas Sanders ran 
three times to put the ball at the Viking 13. 
From there, Anderson got the call again and 
ran through the middle on a trap for the 
score, making it 24-7 with 4:56 left. 

“When you're a penetrating team like they 
are, you can get an angle on the trap and 
you have a chance. And it worked good for 


us. We kind of stumbled into that,”’ Ditka 
»said. 


And just to top off the game, Stinson in- 
tercepted another Wilson pass on the Vik- 


4 


ings’ next offensive play and returned it 29 
yards for a touchdown and a 31-7 lead. 

Rookie Mark Green’s 37-yard touchdown 
run with under three minutes to play capped 
the scoring. 


Tomezak again didn’t have a great day 
statistically, but Ditka and Tomezak weren’t 
worried. Tomcezak completed 10-of-26 pass- 
es for 142 yards, one touchdown and one in- 
terception. 

“Mike did a good job,”’ he said. “I don’t 
care about stats. Stats are for idiots. We got 
the job done. That's all | care about.” 

“I told you guys last week | wouldn’t have 
the sweetest statistics in the world. But we 
won the football game, and that’s the bot- 
tom line,” Tomcezak said. 

What was impressive about Tomezak Sun- 
day was that he learned from his mistakes 
the previous week. That was particularly evi- 
dent in the Bears’ first score of the game. 

Working from their own 49 after three 
rushes by Anderson, Tomezak connected 
with Dennis McKinnon for an 18-yard gain 
to the Viking 18-yard line. 

After a delay of game call pushed the 
Bears back to the 24, Tomezak hit Ander- 
son on a touchdown pass for the early lead 
with 5:10 left in the first quarter. 

“Last week | threw two interceptions with 
that exact same play, and ! toid myself to 
make sure the free safety stays in the mid- 
die. of the field,’’ Tomezak said. 

He did, and this time the play went for a 
score. 


——e a 


Neal Anderson had his second big game Sunday in two weeks, gaining 97 


yards rushing and catching three passes for 58 yards in the Bears’ 38-7 win over 
the Vikings. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Bears-Vikings game statistics 


SCORING SUMMARY . 
Minnesota VikingS .........sccseceeeveees 070 0— 7 
Chicago /Beares. «2.0.5 .00. cuassypeenier cee. 73 0 28 — 38 meee f + ; 
Bears, 1, 9:50, N. Andrson 24-yard pass from M. Tomezak, K. Butler y/ ; > 
kick, 7-51, 0-7 : ~& 
Vikings, 2, 6:58, J. Gustafson 4-yard pass from W. Wilson, T. Garcia >. 
kick, 8-47, 7-7 a 
a 


j J 2" ‘\ 


Bears, 2, 13:20, K. Butler 40-yard field goal, 8-29, 7-10 

Bears, 4, 4:38, N. Anderson 2-yard run, K. Butler kick, 8-46, 7-17 

Bears, 4, 10:04, N. Anderson 13-yard run, K. Butler kick, 9-63, 7-24 

Bears, 4, 10:21, L. Stinson 29-yard return, K. Butler kick, 0-29, 7-31 

Bears, 4, 12:37, M. Green 37-yard run, K. Butler kick, 3-42, 7-38 
Attendance: 66,475; Tickets Distributed: 66,946; Unused 471; Time: 3:17 
Weather: Sunny, pleasant; Temperature: 68 degrees; Humidity: 45; Wind: 


NW 3 mph 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
Vikings Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS .................05. , 18 20 
BYJRUSHINGPatasec cca aamtereoeran tee eee 4 13 
By: Passing Seer. cwesscaeeeir sitemeter 14 7 
By PenaltViseanvasnena aaa rs cere aatets 0 0 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 3-12-25% 8-14-57% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 0-1-0% 0-0-0% 
TOTALNETMVARDS sets ereweesisnesces sare 320 306 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times thrown passing)..<........... 63 65 
Av. Gain per Off. Play .........--..0.005- 5.1 4.7 
NET YARDS RUSHING ............-2000005 67 164 
Total Rushing Plays ........-...-seseeees 21 39 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play...............+-- 3.2 4.2 
NET YARDS PASSING .............-.00 00: 253 142 
Times Thrown — 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ...........0.000 0-0 0-0 
Gross Yds. Passing...........0eeeese0e 253 142 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD INTERCEPTED’... 0.0. 02... 42-24-4  26-10-1 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 6.0 55 
KICKOFF — NO. IN END ZONE — Shaun Gayle had one of the Bears’ four interceptions ception came on a pass attempt to Anthony Carter. 
TOUCHBACK S weiss OP ALAA ess 2-0-0 7-0-0 Sunday against the Vikings’ Wade Wilson. His inter- (Bear Report photo by Steve Woitmann) 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ...........20.0.... §-34.6 §-41.8 t 
FIGCSBIOCKBOI sactn cs cee, |. 0 0 
FGs + PATs HAD BLOCKED............... 0-0 0-0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE 
(Excluding Kickoff Returns) ............... 11 55 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. ................5. $11 3-26 PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG 1D 
No. and Yds. KO Returns I ey roc 7-133 2-51 ib Lewis Diataie e-e1 0.0: 0 ss << 0 jee 3 2 11 7 0 *Out of bounds Waeelelre RS ritass) 6-0 2 0 0 0 0 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret. ...............-- 1-0 4-29 CL 3 i 
PENALTIES — NUMBER AND YARDS ....... 645 22 KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG TD 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 2.0 0-0 PREG. or cies ea.» «+ 0s 1 13° 213 0 KICKOFF RETURNS No. Yds. LG TD 
TOUGHDOWNS)....:, con utee cece { 5 DENGISON 02)... 503i ois cic oe 5 108 32 0 DiGOnIY s oeiine coe aRPienc ts. cae 1 288 0 
Rdshiling i: 5 aasceesee eh cate ee cee 0 3 RUFORNGYs. .. 00 vasa <4. oe 1 12 12 0 M..Green ros. . Waders 1 3 23 0 
RaSSING iivrcg.le thst. tae Renan ee 1 1 
Returns i ccsarctcn As et eomre rene oe 0 1 . Own DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
EXTRA POINTS MADE —ATT. .............. 1-1 5.5 FUMBLES Fum. Rec. Yds. TD Minnesota Vikings 
RG;MADE: ATT shee eee ee 0-2 1-4 LELOWIS 5 = ys. sasics isaac aaa 1 1 0 0 T A .SK YL INT. PD FR 
TIME OF POSSESSION................-... 25:12 34:48 H. JONeS:, du vac einen eee a Fullington ....... 2 SO er ee 0 | Saeert 
AS Rice, ..3:., cin eee ee 0 1 0 0 PBB cits 0.07 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Browner ........ 6 0 0 0 1 1 0 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS Rutland......... 3 0 0 0 Oe 8 0 
Minnesota Vikings Chicago Bears SUIS Soe 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Net Long Net Long Bory- sphere ess 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD Howard......... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
DJs DOzieR iia cies reson: 4 iC LES 3 0 N. Anderson ...........+++++- 2a 8h 42 18 2 Solomon........ 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Di N@ISON sagas tiecteare asa) « o.05-s 4 lisa 4 0 Mi! Tomozdk: .*..,. canescens’ 2 1 5... 2 0 Studwell ........ 8 0 0 0 0 3 0 
R,:Fenneyaraumumennieeetatss!-1.. 3 12 40 8 0 B.: Muster: scone. vivre sineen'« 3 Yea fore oA 0 Doleman........ 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
A. Anderson ...............-. § 25 5.0 8 0 J. Thornton les .2scceae teers. = 1 4 4.0 4 0 Merriweather 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
A: Ric 7cclsacttaeeesimnslee 3. - 3 19 63 9 0 T.:Sanders’.....iesaecspses cles 8 Si, 39" "8 0 Millard ......... 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
We. WilsonvssentateGincttnsecss 2 3 1.5 6 0 M.: GFOON ::<.,..czsaeka seyere sine’ « 1 37. 37:0) - 87 1 Strauthers ....., 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
a di Harbaugh’. cn eipe esrcsssoa0.s.- 1 1 10 O 0 Thomas ........ 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Had 
PASSING Atl, Comp. Yds. Yd. TD LG Int TKD Had Ns ga gle) An 
W. Wilson....... Achesch 9283, 00 ft . -34. 4 PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yd. TO LG int. Chicago Bears 
T. Tomezak ..... 26 10 142 0/0 1 24 1 T A SK YL _INT. PD FR 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD D. Woolford ..... 3 0 0 0 1 2 0 
Ai Canter... occa innteacenore nets Wx 8 80 21 0 PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD D. Duerson...... 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ri Benney:> «.....>..05 mauemimaeeibees 2 22. 44 0 DEMGKINNON 3. 8 oxi ccricarmes des 4 46 18 0 S. Gayle........ 4 a 16 0 1 1 0 
Di NOISON i tacs'sce sre srprttons a oeaaeroeate etere 1 10 S100 0 NSANGEISON: asic ess eee re S58 ive 24 1 V, Jackson ...... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
SiJOrdanter ccs y.ceeu ae Meera 2) oh le 810 RaMOmisi spvcecisenis saves temo ja ttba eS wD L. Stinson. ...... 40 0 0 te oe 0 
Ji Gustafson Gi vialeelece, shit SRS 2 13 9 1 Be MUSES cis saiancs coer chai meets 1 1 1 0 M. Paul......... 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
DAP Dozier® ic iisca'ss «cnt sameeme A kSl* 15 9 MS SURAY Sita «onc: ta cee EA 7 OO L.Lynch........ 3... 0 ee ee. ig 
A ANd@PSON ... 2... ee veeeetneees 4 22 8 0 M. Singletary 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 
AGRIC 3) caccsuis assis Sate cae Ra 2 5 9 0 INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD J. Morrissey ..... 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 
FI SONCS 55.5: u:s 2a Saucer ent eee 2 27.14 0 DiIWOOHOIG 3535..-..'5:<:<fmiesero:e:te cas Oe 1 0 Oo 0 J. Roper........ 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
SEGavie i Csaicaartise cchioork ens oe aa 1 0 0 0 R. Rivera ....... 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD R. Ss Anas Spied eater 1 0 0 0 W. Poa 3S Se : ; ; : ; ; : 
ASBTOWNOD ce. cc cae cot one ete 1 0 0 0 Le GHNSON fs 2.5K S tence wear cere 1 29 . 29 1 S. McMichael 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
T. Armastro 1 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB in20 LG D. Ceara Br : 1 ° ; ; ° : 
B. Scribner. ........... 5 173 346 0 1 49 M. Buford ............. 5 209 418 0 2 50 R. Dent......... 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 


6 Chicago Bear Report September 25, 1989 


Line wakes up for a big game 


By David Marran 
Bear Report Staff 


CHICAGO — Patience was a monumen- 
tal virtue for the Chicago Bears’ offensive 
line Sunday. 

Things were not clicking for the Bears’ at- 
tack in the first half of their 38-7 triumph of 
Minnesota at Soldier Field. The team only 
had 10 points, six first downs, 90 total yards 
and 22 rushing yards. 

The 22 in the rushing yards column of the 
halftime stat sheet was the most disturbing 
figure. 

The running game, and the ball control it 
demands, is the offensive crux of ‘Bear 
Football.’’ Failure to run the ball effectively 
would force the Bears to rely on the pass 
which is something they haven’t had to do 
in the past. 

“When we came on to the field for the start 
of the third quarter, we heard that we only 
had 22 yards rushing,’’ center Jay Hilgen- 
berg said. ‘‘That was a little embarrassing.” 

There were no red-faces on the offensive 
line after the game. The front six regrouped 
at halftime and put together a rock-solid se- 
cond half that carried the Bears to their runa- 
way victory. 

“| wouldn’t say we dominated,”’ tackle 
Jimbo Covert said. ‘“We were just patient. 
They’re going to make some plays on us. 
The Vikings are going to make you look bad 
with those stunts and those quick guys they 
have in the middle. But if you’re patient 
enough, you’re going to hit a couple of plays 
and that’s what we did.” 

And it was patience, instead of adjust- 
ments or major changes, that coach Mike 
Ditka preached to the line at halftime. 

“The first half was frustrating but coach 
said to be patient and things would come,” 
Hilgenberg said. ‘‘We came out in the se- 
cond half after seeing the stats and we were 
determined to change things.”’ 

And change things they did. In the second 
half, the Bears rushed for 142 yards on 24 
carries for a 5.9 average. In the first half, 
Bear runners averaged 1.5 yards per carry. 

“| think when we started the second half, 
we decided to run straight at them with some 
trap plays and it worked out a little better,” 
Hilgenberg said. ‘‘We just hit some big plays 
on them there. Against that kind of defense 
where they slant and stunt, it’s going to be 
frustrating for a while but the coaches kept 
telling us to be patient and the big plays 
would come.” 

The line helped turn in the biggest plays 
on the Bears’ first two drives of the fourth 
quarter. It was then that the Bears grabbed 
control of the war in the trenches and, esen- 
tially, won the game. 

On those two drives, which took a com- 
bined 8:57 off the fourth quarter clock, the 
line whipped the Vikings at the line of scrim- 
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Sports Collector 


WE BUY AND SELL ALL 
SPORTS COLLECTABLE 
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STORE 
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LA GRANGE, ILLINOIS 60525 
(312) 354-7970 


FOOTBALL SOUVENIRS 


Store Hours- Mon.12-7, 
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mage. The Bears churned out 62 yards rush- 
ing on the drive and allowed quarterback 
Mike Tomczak to get off four passes without 
any harrassment. 

“The game was really won up front,” 
Tomezak said. “‘The offensive line did a 
heckuva job.”’ 

Guard Mark Bortz was the catalyst on the 
two drives delivering a key block on each 
series. : 

The first of Bortz’s vital blow came on the 


- capping play of Neal Anderson’s two-yard 


touchdown run which gave the Bears a 17-7 
bulge with 10:22 left in the game. On a 
sweep to the left, Bortz pulled from his left 
guard position and led Anderson’s charge 
to the end zone. At the play, the 6-foot-6, 
272-pound Bortz removed three Vikings from 
Anderson’s path and allowed him to score 
easily. 

“We were pulling the guards out to lead 
a lot of plays,”’ Hilgenberg said. “And they 
did a good job.” 

Boriz’s second key block, again, was for 
Anderson. it came on a 3rd-and-8 with Bears 
on their 49. Anderson caught a swing pass 
in the left flat and headed for the first down 
marker. Bortz delivered a block that enabled 
Anderson to get past the first down marker 
for a 13-yard gain. The play kept the Bear 
drive, which ended in a touchdown, alive. 

“| wouldn’t say | had an unsung game,” 
said Bortz, who also let loose with a big block 
on the Bears’ field-goal drive in the first half. 
“‘Lwas just happy to be out in the open field 
where you make good blocks.”’ 

Second half rushing yardage wasn’t the 
only category where the offensive line post- 
ed eye-popping numbers. The line posted a 
perfect score in the sacks allowed category, 
which is the stat that hounds or heightens 
offensive lines. Bortz and fellow guard Tom 


Thayer, tackles Covert and Keith Van Horne’ 


and Hilgenberg didn’t allow a sack all game. 
That was no small feat considering the Vik- 
ings possess some of the most feared pass 
rushers in the league. Defensive tackle Keith 
Millard, defense end Chris Doleman and 
linebackers Scott Studwell and Mike Mer- 
riweather are all Pro Bowl performers. 

Tomezak said that should continue 
through the rest of the season because the 
line finally has its health. 

“The important thing is that they are all 
healthy,” Tomezak said. “‘In past years, they 
weren’t healthy and they were missing one 
or two guys. They have had the whole train- 
ing camp to work together. These guys know 
they are the best offensive line in the league 
as long as they work together.” 

Hilgenberg echoed that sentiment. 

“| don’t know if I'm deserving of it (the Pro 
Bowl) but the other four guys are,” Hilgen- 
berg said. “I’ve been to a few of them now 
and I’ve seen the other talent and none of 
those guys are better than our guys.” 


BEARS PACKAGES 1989 


* Detra 3-24 


* Tampa Bay - Oct. 6-9 
* Washington - Nov. 24-27 
* Minnesota - Dec. 2-4 


All packages include: Transporiation, 
hotel, transfers, game ticket & much more! 
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 


tour service, inc 


P.O. Box 5377 © Lansing, iL 60438 
(312) 895-0066 © (800) 383-0061 


When Neal Anderson was out of Sunday’s game, Thomas Sanders picked up 
where he left off behind the offensive line, gaining 31 yards on eight carries. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Green explodes 
in NFL debut 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


CHICAGO — Mark Green sure knows how 
to make a big entrance into the NFL. 

On his first rush from scrimmage as a pro, 
Green ran 37 yards against the Vikings for 
a touchdown, the final score in the Bears’ 
38-7 win Sunday. 

“You don’t have a lot of time to think,” 
Green said about his run. “You just get go- 
ing, and when | turned the corner the only 
thing | thought was to run as fast as I can 
to get into the end zone.” 

Obviously, that was fast enough. 

eTHE BEARS’ 28 POINTS IN the fourth 
quarter tied a team record for most points 
scored in the final period. 

The Bears also scored 28 points in the 
fourth quarter of their game at Philadelphia 
Nov. 30, 1941. The club record for most 
points in any quarter is 31, set in the second 
quarter against Washington at Soldier Field 
Sept. 29, 1985. 

eDONNELL WOOLFORD’S SEPARAT- 
ED shoulder was the Bears’ only serious in- 
jury in the game. 

Mike Ditka said Dan Hampion’s knees 
were sore after the game and he might take 
a couple days off. But he should be ready 
for the Lions next Sunday in Detroit. 

eLEMUEL STINSON’S RETURN of an in- 
terception for a touchdown was the Bears’ 
first since Shaun Gayle did it Nov. 22, 1987 
against the Lions at Soldier Field. 

eON FRIDAY THE BEARS PLACED in- 
jured linebacker Troy Johnson on the injured 
reserve list and activated wide receiver Tom 
Waddle from the developmental squad. 


Johnson had a sofi-tissue exam performed 
onhis shoulder he injured against the Raid- 
ers in the final preseason game. It was dis- 
covered he has tendinitis in the rotator cuff 
and will be out a: minimum of six weeks. 

Waddle’s activation gave the Bears four 
healthy receivers for the game. Wendell Da- 
vis was out with an aggravaied hamstring, 
and Glen Kozlowski wasn’t 100 percent 
while still getting over a sprained knee aiso 
suffered in the Raiders’ game. 

The two inactive players for the Bears 
Sunday were Davis and safety David Tate, 
who was sidelined last week also with a 
pulled hamstring. 


eSIXTY-NINE YEARS AGO SUNDAY a 
meeting took place in Canton, Ohio that 
formed the NFL and the Chicago Bears. 

To mark the meeting and the 70th season 
anniversary of the teant@the Bears held spe- 
cial ceremonies before the game with the 
Vikings. 

Festivities included Beafs’ chairman of the 
board Ed and Virginia McCaskey entering 
Soldier Field in a 1923 Hupmobile, com- 
memorating the meeting that took place 
Sept. 17, 1920 at Ralph Hay’s Hupmobile 
Showroom in Canton. 

Virginia McCaskey, daughier of George 
Haias, did the coin toss before the game. 
And the 183rd Tac Fighter Group from 
Springfieid, lll. peformed a flyover just be- 
fore the kickoff. 

The Bears also distributed special 70th an- 
niversary pennants to fans at the game. 

Special 70th season merchandise also 
was unveiled before the game and will be 
available at iocal J.C. Penneys siores. 
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Cornerback Lemuel Stinson is congratulated by his teammates after return- Minnesota defensive linemen Keith Millard (left) and Ail Noga know the game 
ing an interception 29 yards for a touchdown in the fourth quarter of Sunday’s is over after Neal Anderson scored his third touchdown of the game, giving the 
game against the Vikings. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) Bears a 24-7 fourth quarter lead. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Dan Hampton reaches but can’t get his hands on this 
field-goal attempt by the Vikings Teddy Garcia. It didn’t 
matter, though, because Garcia missed it. (Bear Report 
photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Facts and Figures 


Kickoff — Noon Central time, Sun., Sept. 24. 
Site — The Silverdome, Pontiac, Mich. 
Playing surface — Artificial turf. 

Series history — The Bears lead the series 
70-44-5 and have won the last nine meetings. Detroit 
hasn't won since sweeping the season series in 
1983. In the unlikely event the Lions score 45 points 
Sunday, they would become the first NFL team to 
score 2,000 points against the Bears in their history. 

Radio-TV coverage — The game will be televised 
live by CBS-TV, Channel 2 in Chicago. WGN-Radio 
(720 AM) and the Bears’ Radio Network also will car- 
ry the game live. 


Chicago Bears 


College 
Michigan 
Georgia 
Texas Tech 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Clemson 
Notre Dame 
Ohio St. 
Washington 
Stanford 
Penn State 
Baylor 
Notre Dame 
Texas Tech 
Florida 
Syracuse 
Cal. St-Sacramento 
Colotado 
Baylor 
Michigan St. 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Notre Dame 
California 
lowa 
lowa 
California 
Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Washington St. 
Clemson 
Michigan St. 
Pittsburgh 
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Jerry Fontenot... .-. 
Chris Dyko....-... 
William Perry 

John Wojciechowski . 


73 Harvey Salem .. 

74 Joe Milinichik...... 
75 Lomas Brown... 
76 Eric Williams .. 

77 Keith Ferguson ....- 
80 John Ford ... 

81 Stacey Mobley. .... 
82 Robert Clark .... 
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Steve McMichael... 
Keith Van Horne... 
James Thomton .... 
Wendell Davis ...... 


Ron Morris....... 

Dennis McKinnon ... 

Cap Boso.......... 

Tom Waddie ....... 

Glen Kozlowski .... 

Trace Armstrong .. . 

Dick Chapura OT 

Richard Dent....... DE 

Dan Hampton ...... DT 
Injured reserve: DT Steve O'Malley, LB Troy Johnson. 
Reserved/non-football injury: Maurice Douglass. 
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fter opening with two tough games 
A against Cincinnati and Minnesota, 

the Bears finally get a breather Sun- 
day when they take on the Detroit Lions — 
or so it may seem. 

Detroit obviously doesn’t pose the same 
threat as the Bengals or Vikings, but look- 
ing past the Lions to next week’s game 
against the Eagles could be dangerous to 
the Bears. This should be an easy victory for 
them, and they can't let it slip away simply 
because they might take Detroit too lightly. 

For inspiration to avoid that, all the Bears 
need to do is look at last season’s Vikings- 
Packers games. Minnesota played down to 
Green Bay's level in both games and it cost 
the Vikings the division title. 

The Bears, on the other hand, have won 
the division five years in a row because 
they've been able to beat Green Bay, Tam- 
pa Bay and Detroit consistently. They know 
that’s what it takes to win the division, and 
you can be sure Mike Ditka will remind his 
players of that this week. 


What will make the game a little more in- 
teresting for the Bears is the Lions’ new run- 


Tennessee St. 
Arkansas 


and-shoot offense under the direction of 
offensive coordinator Mouse Davis. 

How the Bear defense handles the four- 
wide receiver, one-running back set will be 
a key point in the game. Bear defensive 
backs Vestee Jackson, Donnell Woolford, 
Shaun Gayle, Dave Duerson, David Tate and 
Lemuel Stinson will be busy in the nickel 
defense, especially if Ditka decides to play 
the nickel defense on first or second down. 


In fact, that will probably be the biggest 
coaching decision the Bear staff must make 
before or during the game. How much do 
you use the nickel against Detroit? The Lions 
will have rookie Barry Sanders in the back- 
field. Naturally, he’s a big threat to run with 
the ball at any time. Phoenix found that out 
in its 16-13 win over Detroit in the opening 
week of the season. Sanders, who only knew 
four plays going into the game after signing 
just three days earlier, ran the same play 
nine times for 71 rushing yards and one 
touchdown. Imagine what he could do when 
he knows two plays. 

But going up against a gimmick offense 
won't worry the Bear defense. “We play 


Lions linebacker Jimmy Williams 


Nichols, WR. 


defense. That’s what it’s all about,’’ line- 
backer Mike Singletary said. And the Bears 
play defense as well as anyone in the 
league. They aren’t about to get shook up 
over a couple extra wide receivers constantly 
in the lineup. 


Tomczak makes first start vs. Lions 


Looking at the Bear quarterbacks, Mike 
Tomezak has never started against the 
Lions. Last year, though, he came on in relief 
of Jim McMahon in the first half of the game 
played at Detroit and completed 12-of-22 
passes for 158 yards and one touchdown. 

In the second game of the season in 
Chicago, Jim Harbaugh started while Tomc- 
zak and Jim McMahon were. both out with 
injuries. It was Harbaugh’s second career 
start and he got the Bears a 13-12 win that 
clinched the division title. 


Harbaugh completed 18-of-26 passes for 
174 yards in the game. He also ran for a four- 
yard touchdown on a quarterback draw. 
More importantly, he led the Bears on a 
55-yard drive in the final 5:30 that led'to the 


RSVSRRBIIRYESSSSSVSSsrergygresegeeRrRSVRSSBSBRRRSS 
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injured reserve: Chuck Long, QB; Steve Mott, C; Steve Hamilton, DE; Tom Neville, G; Mark 


t 


game-winning field goal. 

Ditka will try to add to his career coach- 
ing record that is the best in the 1980s. Af- 
ter posting an 11-14 record in his first two 


‘seasons, Ditka has gone 63-17 (not includ- 


ing the Minnesota game) since 1984. in the 
NFC Central Division alone, Ditka has a 
39-11 career record, including 34-4 since 
1984. 

In the last five seasons the Bears have 
records of 7-1 (1984), 8-0 (1985), 7-1 (1986), 
7-0 (1987) and 6-2 (1988) against the divi- 
sion. The Bears’ five straight division tities 
is the longest string since the Los Angeles 
Rams won seven straight NFC West titles 
from 1973-1979. 

Should the Bears’ continue their 
dominance of the Lions into this game, the 
victory would put them in solid shape after 
the first three weeks of the season. Playing 
three playoff teams in the first four weeks of 
the season is the toughest pari of the Bear 
schedule this year. A victory Sunday is es- 
sential to the Bears for a good start this year. 
And it will help take some of the pressure 
off of them next week when the Eagies come 
to town for a Monday night game. 


Holder 


18 Mike Tomezak 
Punt returner 
31 Mark Green 


Kick returner 
29 Dennis Gentry 
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Chicago on offense 
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25 Brad Muster 
26 Matt Suhey 


OFFENSE 


€ 


18 Mike Tomczak 


TB 

35 Neal Anderson 
20 Thomas Sanders 
31 Mark Green 


Kicker 
6 Kevin Butler 


Punter 
8 Maury Buford 


Kick center 


31 Mark Green 4 Jim Harbaugh 63 Jay Hilgenberg 
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85 Dennis McKinnon 80 James Thornton 
29 Dennis Gentry 
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84 Ron Morris 
82 Wendell Davis 
88 Glen Kozlowski 
87 Tom Waddie 


78 Keith Van Horne 
64 Dave Zawatson 
73 John Wojciechowski 


57 Tom Thayer 63 Jay Hilgenberg 


; 74 Jim Covert 
73 John Wojciechowski 67 Jerry Fontenot 


68 Chris Dyko 
73 John Wojciechowski 


62 Mark Bortz 


86 Cap Boso 
73 John Wojciechowski 


DEFENSE 


€ « 


NT 
93 Jerry Ball 
96 Lawrence Pete 


Le LE 

76 Eric Williams 
21 Terry Taylor : 
39 Ray Crockett 62 Curtis Green 


77 Keith Ferguson 
94 Byron Darby 43 Jerry Hoimes 


29 Bruce McNorton 


OLB 
59 Jimmy Williams 
58 George Jamison (I) 


OLB 
55 Michael Cofer 
90 Keith Karpinski 


ILB ILB 


5 F 98 Dennis Gibson 
54 Chris Spielman , 
50 Toby Caston 57 Victor Jones 


ss. FS 
36 Bennie Blades 35 William White 
34 James Griffin 28 Jerry Woods 


Detroit on offense 


OFFENSE Kick center 


64 Eric Sanders 


Punt returner 
23 Mel Gray 


Kick returner 
23 Mel Gray 
28 Jerry Woods 


Punt kicker 
3 Eddie Murray 


Punter 
6 Jim Arnold 


Holder 
14 Bob Gagliano 


49 Tony Paige 
21 Barry Sanders 
QB 26 Carl Painter 


14 Bob Gagliano 25 Paul Palmer 


17 Eric Hipple 
9 Rodney Peete 


ath h an Rae Salem rates Milinichik Gh ae E om Ng 
84 Richard Johnson _89 Jeff Chadwick : 6 Millinicnl 53 Kevin Glover 65 Eric Andolsek 75 Lomas B 1 St | 82 Robert 
24 Jason Phillips 83 Troy Johnson 60 Mike Utley 60 Mike Utley 67 Ken Dallafior 60 Mike Utley 64 Eric Sanicie ge 80 John Ford 
23 Mel Gray 4 
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99 Dan Hampton 95 Richard Dent 


72 William Perry 65 Tony Woods 
94 Dick Chapura 


RCB 

24 Vestee Jackson 
32 Lemuei Stinson 
43 Lorenzo Lynch 


21 Donnell Woolford 
32 Lemuel Stinson 
43 Lorenzo Lynch 


93 Trace Armstrong 
65 Tony Woods 


76 Steve McMichael 
72 William Perry 
94 Dick Chapura 


LLB 
59 Ron Rivera ALB 
ss 55 John Roper MLB 53 Dante Jones FS 


51 Jim Morrissey 


50 Mike Singletary 52 Mickey Pruitt 
52 Mickey Prui 


22 Dave Duerson 53 Dante J 
53 D ones 


49 David Tate 
43 Lorenzo Lynch 


23 Shaun Gayle 
36. Markus Paul 
43 Lorenzo Lynch 
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Bears vs. Lions 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE 
THE BALL 


Ditka calls Pro Bowl ROLB Mike Cofer 
one of the elite at his position. Cofer’s 
12 sacks last year and Chris Spielman’s 
solid play against the run as a rookie 
give Detroit a good core. 

NT Jerry Ball is solid, but DEs Keith 
Ferguson and Eric Williams haven't 
provided a consistent pass rush. 

S Bennie Blades has Pro Bowl poten- 
tial, but the rest of the secondary is sus- 
pect, producing only 15 interceptions 
last season. CBS Bruce McNorton and 
Jerry Holmes, and Devon Mitchell and 
Raphel Cherry at safety gave the Lions 
the 15th-ranked pass defense. 


KEY MATCHUPS 


LIONS RB BARRY SANDERS vs. 
BEARS MLB MIKE SINGLETARY: 

Regardless of how wide open 
Detroit's new offense can be, it all 
comes back to the run. Sanders must 
get at least 20 carries for the Lions to 
stay close. 


LIONS QB BOB GAGLIANO vs. 
BEARS S DAVE DUERSON: 

Look for the Bears to exploit 
Gagliano’s inexperience with blitzes and 
disguised coverages, two of Duerson’s 
specialties. If the game can be reduced 
to one factor, it might be how well 
Gagliano keeps his composure. 


LIONS OTs HARVEY SALEM and 
LOMAS BROWN vs. BEARS DEs 
RICHARD DENT and TRACE ARM- 
STRONG: 

Detroit quarterbacks were sacked 52 
times last season. Gagliano will have 
enough on his mind as it is to worry 
about eluding a pass rush. The run-and- 
shoot relies on receivers adjusting their 
routes, and Gagliano needs the time to 
read those options. 


BEARS C JAY HILGENBERG vs. 
LIONS NT JERRY BALL: 

The Bears’ philosophy has always 
been to run, and that begins with con- 
trolling the line. If Hilgenberg dominates 
and pushes Ball off the line, Bears RB 
Neal Anderson will already be three 
yards past the line before he’s hit. 


BEARS LT JIM COVERT and RB 
MATT SUHEY vs. LIONS ROLB MIKE 
COFER: 


Cofer is Detroit’s pass rush. Covert 
gets the first crack at the line, but Su- 
hey will also have to be there to keep 
Cofer off QB Mike Tomezak. 


BEARS WR DENNIS McKINNON vs. 
LIONS CB BRUCE McNORTON: 

Should the Bears run as expected, it 
will open things up for McKinnon and 
Tomezak. Watch for deep crossing 
routes behind the linebackers. 


By JOHN DELCOS 


Don’t listen to Mike Ditka. 

He might talk of respect and young teams on the rise, but the Chicago 
Bears’ coach fully expects to defeat the Detroit Lions on Sunday. 

To Ditka, the Lions represent a three-inch gimme putt on the Bears’ sched- 
ule, a shot they’ve converted nine straight times. 

Although the results should be the same, it will be against the new-look 
Lions. Detroit is rebuilding again, with its seventh coach since its last playoff 
appearance. 

The architect this time is Wayne Fontes, who was 2-3 after replacing Dar- 
ryl Rogers near the end of last season. He knows a lot of work has to be 
done before the Lions are to have their first winning record since 9-7 in 1983. 

“| don’t expect to work miracles,” Fontes said. 

“It’s going to take time and more players for the Lions to win consistently. 
But | assure there will be no waiting on the right attitude. The attitude is our 
foundation. You build upon that with the right coaches, players and organi- 
zation. You must have a solid foundation or eventually you'll crumble.” 

Fontes is placing his job security in offensive coordinator Mouse Davis’ 
Silver Stretch offense, the run-and-shoot scheme Davis used with the USFL’s 
Houston Gamblers with quarterback Jim Kelly. The triggerman in Detroit is 
rookie Rodney Peete, but because of a knee injury Fontes will lean on form- 
er strike player Bob Gagliano. 

The run-and-shoot is a sandlot attack, featuring a rollout passer, four, 
receivers, no tight end and rookie running back Barry Sanders. 

Davis’ offense has eight basic plays, but the receivers have dozens of op- 
tions off of each. 

However, any passing offense will falter without run support. That’s where 
Sanders comes in. 

“The running back position has been a sore spot for the Lions since the 
departure of Billy Sims,’’ Fontes said. “That’s why we drafted him. He'll be 
a great player for us. He’ll make me a good coach.” 


Lions linebacker Michael Cofer 


WHEN THE LIONS HAVE 
THE BALL 

Peete won the job early in training 
camp, beating out Bob Gagliano, Rusty 
Hilger, Chuck Long and Eric Hippie. A 
key to the Silver Stretch is a quarterback 
with mobility, Peete’s strong suit. 
Gagliano doesn’t have that mobility, but 
has an above-average arm. He’s it for 
now. 

With two days of practice and know- 
ing only four plays, Sanders rushed for 
71 yards on nine carries. His first rush 
was for 18 yards. Fontes has promised 
not to overload Sanders, but the run- 
and-shoot uses a single-back formation. 

Wideout Pete Mandley is first rate, 
and Jeff Chadwick is better than his 
opening-day performance — four 
dropped passes against the Cardinals 
— and second-round pick John Ford 
has superb speed. 


EXTRA POINTS 


SERIES: Bears lead, 69-44-5. 

LAST MEETINGS: Oct. 9, 1988, at 
Detroit. Dennis McKinnon and Ron Mor- 
ris caught touchdown passes to key the 
Bears’ 24-7 rout. 

Dec. 11, 1988, at Chicago. Kevin Bu- 
tler’s 32-yard field goal with just seconds 
left gave Chicago a 13-12 victory. QB 
Jim Harbaugh threw passes of 17 yards 
to McKinnon and 11 to James Thornton 
to set up Butler. 

CHICAGO INJURIES: S David Tate 
(hamstring), WR Wendell Davis (ham- 
string), LB Troy Johnson (shoulder), WR 
Glen Kozlowski (knee). 

DETROIT INJURIES: QB Rodney 
Peete (knee), LB George Jamison (an- 
kle), LB Dennis Gibson (shoulder), OT 
Harvey Salem (shoulder), S Bennie 
Blades (shoulder), DE Eric Williams 
(concussion). 

STAT FACTS: The Bears have won 
nine straight games in the series. ... 
Coach Mike Ditka is 10-3 vs. Detroit. .. . 
Only one game in the series has gone 
into overtime, won 23-17 by the Bears 
in 1980. . .. Chicago’s average margin 
of victory during their winning streak is 
13 points. .. . Detroit P Jim Arnold aver- 
aged 42.4 yards a punt last season as 
he earned his second straight Pro Bow! 
berth. 


Bears’ schedule 


17-14 
38-7 


Sept. 10 Cincinnati 
Sept. 17 Minnesota 
Sepi. 24 at Detroit 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 


2 Philadelphia 

8 at Tampa Bay 
15 Houston 

23 at Cleveland 
Oct. 29 L.A. Rams 
Nov. 5 at Green Bay 
Nov. 12 at Pittsburgh 
Nov. 19 Tampa Bay 
Nov. 26 at Washington 
Dec. 3 at Minnesota 
Dec. 10 Detroit 

Dec. 17 Green Bay 
Dec. 24 at San Francisco 


The Official Call 
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Receiver must have had possession 


a In a recent pre-season game 
Q 1 « between the Packers and Jets, 
after a Packer receiver caught a pass, he 
was hit by two Jet defenders and the ball 
popped out. The ball went up in the air 
and bounced off the ground once before 
it was intercepted by the Jets. The referee 
ruled it was the Jets’ ball. | disagree with 


JEFFREY LEAF as 


the call. | feel it should be Packers’ ball 
because if it hits the ground even once it 
should be a dead ball. What is the official 
ruling on a play like this? L.P. Wabeno, WI 
Al a The key to your question is pos- 

a session. You say that the receiver 
caught the pass. It looks like the official 


r= 


lil 


thought the same thing. Once the receiver 
catches the pass, he has possession and the 
pass is ended. Now that receiver is a run- 
ner. If any runner is hit and loses possession 
of the ball, it is a fumble and the Defense 
can recover. 

‘A quick word about terms: An Interception 
is securing a loose ball in flight. A Recovery 
is gaining possession of a loose ball after it 
hits the ground. This distinction can be im- 
portant in certain circumstances. All of this 


applies to NCAA play, also. 

Q a Why are there two sets of 
a marks down the middle of the 

field on some fields? Watching a pre- 

season game in New Orleans, the refs one 

time put the ball down on one mark, then 

moved it in to the next mark. R.F. Mont- 


clair, NJ 
A a the Louisiana Superdome and 
a probably some other fields in the 
NFL are set up for both pro and college foot- 
ball. The marks you mention are the In- 
bounds lines, commonly called Hash marks. 
This is the spot where the ball is placed 
if it becomes dead out-of-bounds or closer 
to the sideline. The ball will never be 
snapped closer to the sideline than this spot. 
The NCAA divides the field in thirds, so the 
In-bounds lines are 53 feet, 4 inches from 


The key to fumbles after a ball is thrown to a receiver is whether the receiver 
had possession before dropping the ball. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


each sideline. The NFL wants to give field 
goal kickers less of an angle, so their In- 
bounds lines are in line with the uprights of 
the goal post, or 70 feet, 9 inches from each 
sideline. 

If you see four lines of marks on the field, 
the inside two apply to the NFL and the out- 


side two apply to the NCAA. 

Q s Why is ‘holding a 10-yard 
a penalty most of the time, but 

sometimes it is a 5-yard penalty? Q.W. Del 

Mar, CA 


A3: » Holding is usually called on the 
s Offense. Holding by the Offense 
carries a penalty of a loss of 10 yards and 
the down is replayed. Holding by the 
Defense occurs less frequently. It carries a 
penalty of a loss of 5 yards and an automat- 
ic first down. 

In NCAA play, a 10-yard penalty is marked 
for both Offense and Defense holding, 
without any automatic first down if by the 


Defense. 
Pp 1 a /mmediately upon receiving the 
a snap, the quarterback throws 
the ball directly to the ground to conserve 
time. The pass is forward and in the direc- 
tion of the sideline. No eligible receiver 
is in the area and no Defensive player is 
threatening the quarterback. 


NFL ruling: Legal play. The clock will start 
on the snap. 


NCAA ruling; \llegal forward pass. Five- 
yard penalty from the spot of the pass and 
loss of down. The Referee will also start the 
clock when he blows his whistle marking the 


ball ready for play. 

p a A Defensive lineman sticks his 
s foot out and contacts the runner 

below the knee. 


NEL ruling; Illegal Use of Body. Penalize 
the Defense 10 yards. 


60 PAGES OF FOOTBALL 
CROSSWORD 
PUZZLES 
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FOOTBALL 
PUZZLES 


NFC Sports Crossword Puzzles 
BESAEG Sports Crossword Puzzles 


| |. am enclosing $5.00 per copy plus 

$1.00 shipping and handling for each copy 
| Personal checks or money orders only please. 
| Make payable to Sports Crosswords. 


Please charge to my American Express 


Card Number Exp ‘Date 


CITY STATE ___ 


SEND TO: SPORTS CROSSWORDS 
P.O. Box 7404, Stenton ch eis 


Please aliow 4 fo B wees for dehwery 


| 
| 
| 
| ADDRESS 
| 
| 
| 
| 


NCAA ruling: Lega! play. This would be 
a foul if it was anyone else but the runner. 


Jeffrey Leaf is an official and rules inter- 
preter for the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
and a member of the National Association of 
Sports Officials. 

You can direct your questions on football 
rules and officiating to him by writing to ‘The 
Official Call’, PO Box 773, Annandale, VA 
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VERSUS 


TAMPA BAY 
TAMPA BAY 


, October 7-9, 1989 


COMPLETE PACKAGE INCLUDES: 
Air, hotel, game ticket and 
transfers. 


AMBASSADOR 
CRUISES and TOURS 


837 W. HIGGINS, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60195 
(312) 490-9455 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


es 


800 443 4196 
SECTION ROW SEAT 


R& N SPORTS 
YOUR TICKET TO OFFICIALLY 
LICENSED BEAR WEAR & MORE! 


& 1 Officially 
ng Licensed 
NTE Product 


SC SMARTER. 


NFL JACKETS $85 PARKAS $95 
WINDBREAKERS $38 HVY.WT. TEES $14 
SWEATSHIRTS $25 ACTION JERSEYS $55 


CLIFF ENGLE SWEATERS $42 
NFL CAPS WOOL $17 CORD $12 
DELONG AWARD MELTON JACKETS $200 


AND MORE! 


CUBS APPAREL! 


MLB STARTER JACKETS $80 
WINOBREAKERS $38 NEW ERA CAPS $18 
B/IP JERSEYS $35 GAME JERSEYS $80 


WE OFFER A COMPLETE LINE OF 
LICENSED APPAREL FOR ALL 
NFL AND MLB TEAMS! 


R & N SPORTS 
10 SOUTH HAVANA #103 
AURORA, COLORADO 80012 


1-800-443-4196 


PLEASE ADD $5 
SHIP & HANDL 


CATALOG $1 
FREE WiTH ORDER 
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32 PAGES PACKED FULL 
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STOP A MOMENT... DON’T PASS UP THIS FREE, 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, THE CHICAGO BEARS, 
STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 
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Yes, 88 was another exciting year .. . with 
the Bears repeating as NFC Central 
Division Champions for the fifth straight 
year (compiling the best winning 
percentage in the NFL during that same 
period) only to find themselves again, a few 
steps short of the Super Bowl .. . and this 
off-season like the past couple promises to 
be an interesting one. 


We all know Coach Ditka was unhappy with 
the ending of the past three seasons and 
that he won’t be happy until the Bears 
return to the Super Bow! to battle for the 
World Championship. 


Many pre-season pollsters feel the Bears 
are odds-on favorites to be in Super Bowl 
XXIV ... and we know that you won’t want 
to miss any of the 89 action . .. and when 
you ‘Sign Up”’ with a subscription to BEAR 
BEE Ont WE CAN GUARANTEE YOU 


The media critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid in the NFL .. . let us prove it to you. 
Sign up today and we will send you TWO 


FREE, NO OBLIGATION ISSUES. That’s 
right we’re that confident. We will deliver to 
you the inside story on the players, 
coaches, front office and the entire NFL .. . 
plus stats, standings, scouting reports, key 
match-ups and predictions of the winners 
on the weekly schedule. In addition, you will 
receive a BONUS, featuring a full-color 
centerspread poster of your favorite 
players. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept your first two issues absolutely 
FREE at no obligation. Subscribe today and 
we will enter your name as a subscriber for 
26 more issues, that’s 28 in all, at the low 
price of $24.95. That’s a savings of over $25 
off the regular newsstand price. 


Examine your Free issues carefully. If they 
don’t deliver what we promised, simply 
write us and we will refund the subscription 
price. Or if you asked to be ‘‘Billed Later,” 
just write cancel on the invoice we mail 
you. . .either way you keep the TWO FREE 
ISSUES. 


Cc YES! 


Sign me up to BEAR 
REPORT for 26 issues ... 


and send me my TWO FREE COPIES. 


| understand | may cancel by simply writing 
“Cancel” on the invoice, and | can keep the TWO 
FREE ISSUES. I will receive 28 issues in all, 
weekly during the pre-season and regular season 
and monthly in the off-season. 
MAIL TO: BEAR REPORT 

112 Market Street 

Sun Prairie, W! 53590-2986 


ONE YEAR, 


0 Payment Enclosed 


28 ISSUES, $24.95 
( Bill Me Later 


O Charge My Credit Card C1 MasterCard 0 VISA 
1 MARK HERE FOR RENEWAL AND WRITE IN 
YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER BELOW 


Acct. # 


ADDRESS 
CITY 
ONE YEAR, 


Exp. Date 


STATE. AP 
28 ISSUES, $24.95 
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Maury Buford » 


-Signed as a free agent this season 
after being waived by Green Bay 
panied for Bears in 1985 Super Bowl 

son, averaging 42.2 yards on 68 punts 
th year out of Texas Tech 
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Morrissey back 
as the starter 


Jim Morrissey was back from his ham- 
String injury last week, and that was definitely 
good news for the Bears. 

Morrissey reinjured his hamstring two 
weeks ago, which forced him to sit out the 
Cincinnati game. 

The Wednesday before the Cincinnati 
game, Morrissey said the leg was 100 per- 
cent for the first time in three weeks. But that 
afternoon he hurt it again in practice. Head 
coach Mike Ditka threatened to put Morris- 
sey on injured reserve if the leg wasn’t bet- 
ter last week. 

But by Thursday Ditka believed Morrissey 
was ready to go and’ would start against Min- 
nesota. 

“He's worked two good days and hasn’t 
had any probiems with the leg,” Ditka said 
Thursday. “‘(It's good news) for us. We're try- 
ing to find some stability there, and Jim gave 
us stability there last year. He was a starter 
before he pulled the hamstring, and he will 
remain the starter until somebody proves 
they can play the position better. 

“He's our starter. He’s the best we had’ 
at that position last year. So it would be good 
to have him back at 100 percent. if he’s 100 
percent, he'll give us a lot out there. If he’s 
not 100 percent, he won’t give us everything 
we need.” 

Ditka wasn’t satisfied with what he got 
from Morrissey’s fill-ins Bante Jones and 
Mickey Pruitt against Cincinnati and was 
ready to start rookie John Roper if Morris- 
sey wasn’t ready. 

*WILLIAM PERRY WILL CONTINUE to 
play on the Bears’ kickoff coverage unit, Dit- 
ka said. As for any other things Ditka might 
be having him do this season, Perry said, ‘‘! 
can’t really say what Coach Ditka is going 
to do later in the year, but he’s got some- 
thing.in mind, believe me.”’ 


“Y'm not unhappy with William right now. 
| just think it’s little by little,” Ditka said. “You 
can work as hard as you want to on the field, 
but you have to discipline yourself off the 
field. And he does that. | see nothing but im- 
provement. When he’s in there, he’s a force 
to be reckoned with. 

“We need him to help us. We need him 
to give us breaks with the other two guys out 
there.” 

Asked if he'll use Perry on the goal-line 
offense Ditka said, ‘‘At some point, but not 
this week.” 

eLAST WEEK’S INJURY REPORT: Troy 
Johnson was listed as doubtful for the Min- 
nesota game because of his separated 
shoulder. Also, wide receiver Wendell Da- 
vis was expected to miss the game because 
of a pulled hamstring. Davis originally hurt 
the muscle the first weekend in training 
camp, then reinjured it on Mike Tomczak’s 
touchdown run against Cincinnati. 

Safety David Tate was the third player list- 
ed as doubtful, also because of a hamstring 
pull. 

Wide receiver Glen Kozlowski was listed 
as questionabie. 

With Davis out for sure, Ditka was hoping 
Kozlowski would be available at least for play 
on third downs. Kozlowski practiced last 
week on his sprained knee he hurtin the last 
preseason game. 

Kozlowski was running well by Thursday 
and Ditka thought he would be ready for Min- 
nesota. ‘Koz ran pretty good (Thursday),” 
Ditka said. ‘‘The way he ran he could play 
Sunday.” 

*DITKA IS HOPING RICHARD DENT can 
get some of the quickness back that he’s lost 
since breaking his leg last season. ‘‘l think 
it’S just quickness more than anything,” Dit- 


ka said. “That was his trademark, so we just 
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Dan Hampton earned NFC defensive player of the week honors for his perfor- 
mance against the Bengals the opening weekend of the season. (Bear Report 


photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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have to get that back. He’s worked very 
hard. | think he might be a little worried about 
it, but he’ll be ready to go Sunday.” 
°DON’T GET ON FULLBACK BRAD 
MUSTER too hard for the game he had 
against Cincinnati. Muster was stopped on 
a 4th-and-goal from the one-yard line in the 
game and later fumbled the ball away to Cin- 
cinnati with less than two minutes to play. 
There wasn’t much Muster could do on the 
fourth-down play. “I didn't have a chance,”’ 
Muster said. “(The Bengals) had two guys 
coming right into the hole.’’ Added running 


backs coach Johnny Roland, ‘“‘He didn't 


have a snowball’s chance in hell” to make 
the play. 

The play was called because of miscom- 
munication between Tomczak and Ditka. Be- 
fore the play Tomczak pointed to himself, 
meaning that he would call the play. But the 
coaching staff thought he meant he would 
call a quarterback sneak, which is the play 
they wanted run. 

But Tomezak ran a play he said had 
worked well for the Bears in the past in the 
same situation. But it didn’t work that time. 
“| don’t think a mole could have scored on 
that play,’’ Muster said. 

As for his fumble, Muster wasn’t the only 
one to make a mistake on the play. A block 
was made the wrong way, and Roland said 
Muster adjusted well and managed to find 
some daylight, gaining six yards before 
fumbling. 

Running the ball in that situation also was 
a mistake because the Bears didn’t need to 
make a first down. Tomezak could have just 
fallen on the ball after the snap and run the 
clock out. 

Also, that was the first time Muster has 
fumbled the ball away in the NFL. 

°TRACE ARMSTRONG DIDN’T HAVE 
the kind of game he wanted to against Cin- 
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Dennis Gentry became the Bears’ all-time leader in kick return yardage against 
Cincinnati, surpassing Gale Sayers for first place. (Bear Report photo by Steve 
Woltmann) 


cinnati, but Ditka was confident he'll start to 
show why he was a top draft pick. 

“He's not playing against the Southeast 
Conference anymore,” Ditka said. ‘“‘He’s 
playing against the best of the NFL. But I'll 
tell you one thing about Trace, the hardest 
time he had was when he was in the Bear 
(defense), when he was inside. When he 
played end, he played OK. Not as good as 
he will play, but he played it OK. But when 
he was inside over a guard he wasn’t as ef- 
fective. 

“That's all new to him. He’s never been 
there in his life, that’s why. But | have no 
problem with the way he worked in the foot- 
ball game. He tried. He worked hard.” 


eDITKA IS HAPPY WITH THE EFFORT © 


the défense is making trying to get turnovers, 
though it hasn’t been real productive so far. 

“We're trying. But sometimes you try so 
hard nothing happens,” he said. ‘‘You just 
have to play hard and when you get a 
chance to pull the ball out, pull it out. You 
have to be alert to do those things.” 

eDITKA DIDN’T RULE OUT putting other 
people back on punt returns besides rookie 
Mark Green, but he likes what he’s seen of 
Green so far. 

“Right now | think Mark can do us a lot 
of good back there,” Ditka said. “He has the 
ability to break a couple this year.”’ 

°DENNIS GENTRY’S 63-YARD kickoff 
return against the Bengals made him the 
Bears’ all-time leader in kick-return yardage. 
Entering the Minnesota game he had 2,834 
return yards, passing Gale Sayers’ 2,781 
yards. 

eDEFENSIVE TACKLE DAN HAMPTON 
earned NFC defensive player of the week 
honors for his game against Cincinnati. 
Hampton had five solo tackles in the game, 
two assists, two sacks, two passes knocked 
down and a blocked field-goal attempt. 
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Bears’ Season Statistics 


WON 1, LOST 0 PASS ING Att Cap Yds CupZ Yds/Att TD DZ Int IntZ Long Sack/Lost Rating 
Sept 10 W 17-14 Cincinnati 64,730 Tosczak 24°10 159 41.7 663 1 42 2 8.39 2 IW 6 43.6 
Sept 17 Hinnesota BEARS 24°10 159 41.7 663 1 42 2 8.3 2 I/ 6 43.6 
Sept 24 at Detroit OPPONENTS 36 18 184 50.0 Sh 1 2.80 0.0 2% 3 3 74.3 
Oct 2 Philadelphia 
Oct 8 at Taapa Bay . 
Oct 15 Houston Penalty l 2 BEARS 2 8241.0 41.0 0 0450 
Oct 23 at Cleveland 3rd Down: Hade/Att 4/10 9/18 OPPONENTS 4 165 41.3 2.0 1 1450 
Oct 29 Reas 3rd Down Pet. 40.0 1.0 PUNT RETURNS Ret: FC Yds Avg Long TD 
Nov 5, at Green Bay 4th Down: Made/Att 1/3 W/ 4 Green 20 BS 2 0 
Nov 12 at Pittsburgh 4th Down Pct. 33.3 25.0 BEARS 20 B65 2 0 
Nov 19 Tampa Bay” - POSSESSION AVG. 28:10 2931: OPPONENTS 10 000 00 
Nov 26 at Washington TOTAL WET YARDS 365 30 KICKOEE RETURNS No. Yds Ave Long 1D 
Dec 3 at Minnesota fvg. Per Game = (titi 380.0 Gentey 3 93 31.0 63 90 
Dec 10 Detroit ' Total Plays. 63 80 BEARS 3 9 31.0 63 0 
Dec 17 Green Bay Avg. Per Play 5.8 4el OPPONENTS 4 © 2.0 2 0 
Dec 24 at San Erancisco NET YARDS BUSHING 212 179 FIELD GOALS 1-19 20-29 20-39 40-49 50 
Bears Opponents Avg. Per Gaze 212.0 179.0 butler 0/0 Wl 0/0 0/0 0/0 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 19 23 Total Rushes 8 41 OPPONENTS 0/0 0/0 0/0 O/1 0/0 
Rushing 12 10 NET YARDS PASSING 153 15] Butler: (296) 
Passing 6 1 Avg. Per Gane 153.0 151.0 OPPONENTS: (456) 
Tackled/Yards Lost 1/6 2/33 
Gross Yards 159 164 : 
Att./Comaletions 24/10  %/ 18 
Completion Pct. 41.7 0.0 
Had Intercepted 2 0 
PUNTS/ AVERAGE 2/ 41.0 4/ 41.3 
HET PUNT ING AVG. 41.0 28.0 
PENALT IES/YARDS 6/ 39 (2) 
FUMBLES/BALL LOST Vi a0 
TOUCHDOWNS 2 2 
Rushing 1 1 
Passing l 1 
Returns 0 0 
SCORE BY PERIODS 1 2 3 4 Of Total 
BEARS oy) (63 leeeC 
OPPONENTS 70 7) omeo) 644 
SCOR BIG TD-Bu-Pa-Rt PAT «FG S TP 
Thornton 01000 0700 6 
-Toaczak 100070 0700 6 
Butler 0-0 0 242 ls tiga 
BEARS hol 0 2-2. 3/7: 216547 
OPPONENTS 110 4%2 0/10 14 
SACKS: Haapton 2.0, Rivera 1.0, 


BUSHING No. Yds vg Long TD 
Anderson 21 14 7.6 3 0 
Sanders 5 23 46 13 0 
Toaczak 5 24° 28 tl 2 
Gentry 2 12 60 10 0 
Kuster 4 fh 28 - 6.0 
Buford 1 6 60 6 0 
BEARS 2S 22 5.6 Bt 
OPPONENTS 41 179 4.4 2 1 
RECEIVING No. Yds Long TD 
Thornton 4 %&% 21.5 29 1 
Gentry UU ae se 
Morris 1. 2b. Zit 6 
Boso 1 9 9.0 9 0 
Kuster 1 #46 4 0 
BEARS 10.355 15.9 4 
OPPONENTS 18 184 10.2 2% 1 
INTERCEPT IONS No. Yds Avg Long 1D 
OPPONENTS 24 23.5 @ Q = ~ 
Neal Anderson got off to the fastest start of his Dennis Gentry leads the wide receivers in receptions 
cateer this season, gaining 146 yards against the Ben- PUNT ING No. Yds Avg Het TB In Lo B after the first week of action with three catches for 39 


gals. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) Buford 2 &2 41.0 41.6 0 04580 yards. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


central issues 
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Detroit 
Lions 


Coach Wayne Fontes delights in the 
thought: How will Barry Sanders do once he 
learns the system? 

Sanders, the Heisman Trophy and the 
Lions’ No. 1 pick, carried nine times for 71 
yards and a touchdown in his debut four 
days after ending his hoidout. He went into 
the game with two days of practice and 
knowing just four plays. 

That will change. 

“Practice will do a lot for him,” said 
Fontes. ‘‘He’ll learn the pass routes, and will 
put'some routes in for him. He’ll also learn 
to pick up blitzes, which we didn’t feel he 
was sure of. That’s why we waited until the 
second half to put him in.” 

Sanders entered the game with 5:34 re- 
maining and gained 18 yards on his first car- 
ry. He capped the drive with a three-yard 
scoring run. 

“tt feels good to be playing again,” 
Sanders said. ‘‘I felt pretty comfortable.” 

Fontes said he'll fight temptation in de- 
veloping Sanders. 

“Take this to the bank — | will not run this 
young man into the ground,” Fontes said. 
‘He's the future and we will not pound him. 
He won't run the ball 40 times a game.” 

Sanders is already being compared to Billy 
Sims — he’s wearing Sims’ No. 20 jersey — 
the Lions’ all-time leading rusher with 5,106 
yards gained from 1980-85. He missed the 
entire training camp before signing a five- 
year, $9.5-million contract. 


: by John Delcos 


Sanders won’t be overworked 


NOTEBOOK: Fontes is unhappy with his 
receivers, who dropped five passes in the 
opener, four by Jeff Chadwick. “There were 
are too many dropped balls,’”’ he said. ‘‘If 
they can’t catch the ball, they won’t be 
here.” ... K Eddie Murray entered the Bear 
game with a string of 13 straight field goals. 

INJURIES: S Bennie Blades (collarbone), 
QB Rodney Peete (knee), LB George Jami- 
son (ankle), LB Dennis Gibson (shoulder), 
OT Harvey Salem (shoulder), DE Eric Wil- 
liams (concussion). 

THIS WEEK: Chicago. Bears lead series, 
69-44-5. Last meeting: In 1988, Chicago 
swept, winning 24-7 at Detroit and 13-12 at 
home. 


Green Bay 
Packers 


Coach Lindy Infante will keep his promise 
and stick with QB Don Majkowski, despite 
his three interceptions in the opener. 

“With the exception of three passes I’m 
sure he wished he had back, he played fair- 
ly solid,’” Infante said. ‘‘Two of the passes 
were poor decisions, and the last one was 
a poor throw. He’s not one to throw balls up 
for grabs, and | don’t expect him to do it 
again.” 

After Majkowski beat out four others to win 
the job, Infante promised patience, realizing 
a hasty decision could ruin Majkowski’s con- 
fidence and shake the stability of the 
franchise. 

“Ym not going to have a quick hook,” In- 
fante said. ‘‘The worse thing would be to 


Now that Barry Sanders is finally in the Lions’ backfield, head coach Wayne 
Fontes vows not to run him into the ground immediately. 


yank the position out from underneath him, 
which | don’t intend to do.” 

NOTEBOOK: LB Tim Harris was fined 
$1,000 for violating curfew the night before 
the opener. He was seen at a nightclub 
celebrating his 25th birthday. ‘‘It’s unfor- 
tunate for the team to get a black eye for one 
guy,”’ Infante said. ‘‘l’m not going to over- 
react. Too much has been made of it al- 
ready.” ... CB James Henry and LB 
Derrick Little were given tryouts. 

INJURIES: CBs Mark Lee (knee) and Ron 
Pitts (knee) and FS Chuck Cecil (ham- 
string). 

THIS WEEK: At Los Angeles Rams. Rams 
lead series, 40-33-2. Last meeting: In 1988, 
Rams 34, at Green Bay 7. 


Minnesota 
NY Vikings 

The Vikings are tired of the rap they lack 
character and are consistent only in their in- 
consistency. 

The questions started after they sacked 
Houston’s Warren Moon seven times and 
routed the Oilers 38-7 in the opener. 

“if we play at that level of intensity 
throughout the season, we’ll win a lot of 
games,” said coach Jerry Burns. 

However, recent history says that won’t 
happen. Last season, Minnesota swept the 
Bears but lost twice to Green Bay. 

“| don’t think you'll get that from this team 
this year,’’ said QB Wade Wilson. “I don’t 
think you'll see any_mental or emotional let- 
down. | don’t know about winning them all, 
that’s pretty farfetched. 

“Our intensity level is something we have 
to work on. It’s totally different when we play 
Green Bay than when we play Chicago. We 
have to approach things much more 
evenly.” 

NOTEBOOK: Defensive coordinator 
Floyd Peters on goals: ‘‘It’s a pride thing to 
want to be the No. 1 defense. We 
want to have 40 interceptions and 55 sacks.” 
... WR Anthony Carter’s 123 yards in the 
opener was the 13th 100-yard receiving 
game of his career. 

INJURIES: TE Carl Hilton (neck), LB 
John Galvin (back), WR Anthony Carter 
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Detroit wide receiver Jeff Chadwick had a tough opening game, dropping four 


passes in the Lions’ loss to Phoenix. 


(ankle), TE Steve Jordan (ankle), S Brad 
Edwards (neck). 

THIS WEEK: At Pittsburgh. Vikings lead 
series, 6-3. Last meeting: At Minnesota 31, 
Pittsburgh 7. 


AG, 


Coach Ray Perkins’ message was Clear: 
He expects QB Vinny Testaverde, who 
completed 22-of-27 passes for 205 yards and 
one touchdown in the opener, to cash in on 
his potential. 

“ve never graded quarterbacks, ’ Perkins 
said of Testaverde’s performance. ‘That 
was the best he has played, by far. The rea- 
son was discipline. He made a lot of smart 
decisions.” 

When he led the NFL with 35 interceptions 
last year, the book on Testaverde was he 
forced passes and tried to do too much. 
Testaverde said he can reach his expecta- 
tions only by learning his limitations. 

“| don’t need to do as much as | thought 
| had to,”’ Testaverde said. “There's still the 
temptation to throw long, but | need to have 
good judgment.” 

NOTEBOOK: Owner Hugh Cuiverhiouse 
denied he’d entertain bids that would move 
the team to Sacramento. The offer includes 
$50 million, a $100-million stadium and 
guaranteed ticket revenues over 20 years. 
“4t’s not true I’m moving the Bucs from the 
Tampa Bay area,” Culverhouse said. “But 
it’s true that I’ve watched the history of NFL 
teams where their support base has eroded 
and caused them to make drastic moves.” 
... Backup QB Joe Ferguson, the oldest 
player in the league at 39, was chosen by 
Scripps Howard News Service writer Rheta 
Grimsly Johnson as one of the 10 sexiest 
high-profile men in America. “Some of the 
guys on the team have kidded me,"’ Fergu- 
son said. ‘‘My wife, Sandi, hasn’t said too 
much since she stopped rolling on the floor 
laughing.” 

INJURIES: None reported. 

THIS WEEK: New Orleans. Saints lead, 
8-3. Last meeting: In 1988, at New Orleans 
13, Tampa Bay 9. 
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Could Ditka-bashing finally end? 


Mike Ditka is in a lull in his schedule. The 
exhibition game against the Raiders and Otis 
Wilson was three weeks ago. It’s been more 
than a month since the Jim McMahon trade. 
And there’s still a week to go before Buddy 
Ryan brings his Philadelphia Eagles to town. 

The calm is boring. It’s as if there’s a bye 
in the Ditka-bashing schedule. 


TERRY BANNON a 


Here’s hoping the bye becomes perma- 
nent. It seems that almost everyone who 
leaves the Bears finds a way to take a shot 
at Ditka, who has guided the Bears to five 
straight NFC Central titles and one Super 
Bowl championship. 

“I'll put my record up against anybody’s 
comments and leave it at that, period,” Dit- 
ka said. ‘I’ve been in the game 29 years and 
if | don’t know what it’s all about...” 

Ditka-bashing has a unique history in 
Chicago. It keeps happening even though 
Ditka has proven there’s little reason to be- 
lieve it. 

The mind flashes back to a chance meet- 
ing with an ex-Bear in a social setting in the 
summer of 1988. At that time, the Minneso- 
ta Vikings were becoming all the rage and 
the Bears were heading into their first sea- 


son without Walter Payton and Gary Fencik. 

The player, who was around when Ditka 
arrived in 1982 but not for the Super Bowl 
XX party, had an average relationship with 
Ditka. But he had felt Ditka’s barbed tongue 
enough. His prediction was that, now that the 
Bears were falling back to the pack and the 
Vikings were moving up, the Bears were in 
trouble. Ditka would have to coach, and that 
would be the problem. 

By now, we all know that the Bears went 
12-4 last year, tying for the best record in the 
league. It was enough to net Ditka NFC 
coach of the year honors. 

Still, it goes on. As McMahon, age 30 and 
with a long injury history, left town, he said 
the decision to trade him to San Diego didn’t 
have anything to do with football. Among 
other things, he suggested Ditka wanted him 
out of town because it would mean less com- 
petition for endorsements. 

That may be one reason Ditka takes so 
much bashing. He’s on Chicago television 
more than a busy test pattern, selling every- 
thing from anti-freeze to airline seats. 'He 
may be inviting some criticism that way. 

But few of those who left town ripping Dit- 
ka have seldom backed their words. 
Remember guard Noah Jackson, released 
before the 1984 training camp? ‘“'Ditka’s 
next,’ Jackson predicted. 

Well, not quite. Ryan, now coach of the 
Eagles, didn’t predict Ditka’s demise, but did 
cap off their four-year long feud by calling 
Ditka ‘“‘a jerk.” (Ditka, of course, has not 
passed by the chance to rip. He predicted 
Ryan would fail in Philadelphia. Last year, 
the Eagles won the NFC East.) 

McMahon can make Ditka look bad by 
having a good season in San Diego, 
although he was benched in the opener. 

Wilson can make Ditka look bad by hav- 


« 


ing a good season, too. And the Bears will 
look bad if their early problems at right line- 
backer become a season-long trend. 

But that doesn’t mean all this Ditka- 
bashing has gotten old. 

“| don’t know how much credence you can 
put in the Ditka-bashing,” said defensive 
tackle Dan Hampton, who was around for the 


bad years (1980-82) and appreciates how 
Ditka rebuilt the Bears. “‘The guy has been 
a winner. Even has a player, he made things 
happen. | don’t think you can question coach 
Ditka. The time for questioning coach Ditka 
is long past. 


Continued Page 22 


Mike Ditka won’t bother responding to most barbs thrown at him by former 
players, saying his record speaks for itself. (Bear Report photo by Steve 


Woltmann) 


WATCH THE GAMES WITH US 
WCAG VOLIS 


PROFILES wcezn 


On Newsstands 
Everywhere, Or 


Cail: 4-800-828-FANS 


MILWAUKEE ROAD HOUSE 
(Libertwille) 


Ris 
a PS 


Brought To You By: 


BUD 
and 


Chicago 
Sun-Times 


September 25, 1989 Chicago Bear Report 1 9 


Bears do just fine with Tomczak 


Mike Tomczak might as weil have carried 
a sign that said, ‘“‘Boo me.” His first pass as 
the undisputed first-string quarterback was 
an interception. it was a badly thrown inter- 
ception. It set up a short touchdown drive. 

As if that weren’t enough, his second pass 
was intercepted, too. it didn’t count. There 
was a penalty. But you could feel the rum- 
bling in Soldier Field. interceptions had been 
Tomezak’'s downfall before. The fans knew 
that. A lot of them weren’t crazy about trust- 
ing their team’s fortunes to Tomezak in the 
first place, and now this? Would the Bears 
still be in playoff contention by Columbus 
Day? 


KEVIN ARC, 


Of course they will, and Tomezak will be 
one of the reasons they'll be in the Super 
Bow! race to the wire. His problem in the 
opener against Cincinnati was bad timing 
more than bad quarterbacking. if Tomczak 
had thrown his two interceptions in the mid- 
dle of the game and the defense had held 
Cincinnati after them, they wouldn’t have 
been nearly as noticeable. Fans might even 
have paid more attention to the nice two- 
minute offense before halftime that ended 
with his touchdown run, and his clutch pass- 
es and touchdown strike on the winning drive 


Dave says he can tell when a quarterback isn’t in charge of the 


of 95 yards in the fourth quarter. 

That's what coach Mike Ditka noticed. 
*‘Probably the most impressive thing to me 
was the two-minute drive before the half,” 
he said. “I thought Mike did an outstanding 
job of moving the ball club. | thought he did 
a good job of knowing what he was doing 
with the ball and how to get the ball upfield.” 

Tomczak does those things, the things 
that win games. He makes mistakes. ‘My 
stats won't be pretty, but I’m going to go out 
there and do the best job | can,’’ he said af- 
ter the 17-14 victory. Jim McMahon wasn’t 
perfect, either. Tomczak might make more 
mistakes than McMahon, but he’s also much 
more capable of making big plays than 
McMahon is anymore. 


Big plays came last season 


He did it last year. In his four full regular- 
season games, the Bears averaged 29.0 
points and he gained 16.0 yards per com- 
pletion. In the other 12, they averaged 16.3 
points and 11.3 yards. He made a difference. 

“Everything’s easier with experience,” he 
said. 

“| don’t think Mike ever listened to what 
people said about his limitations,” Ditka said. 
“He worked on his weaknesses, and he 
made himself a heck of a lot better quarter- 
back than anybody ever thought he would 
have been. And | don’t think you’ve seen the 
best of him yet.” 

The fans, as a group, remain uncon- 
vinced. Tomczak understands. He was one 
of them once, growing, up in Calumet City. 
He booed players. ‘‘When | do wrong, | ex- 
pect them to chew me out,” he said. He’ll 
chew himself out. 

The difference is he’ll know he can cor- 
rect his mistakes. ‘I know | can get the job 
done. | got the job done before,” he said. 
He knows he doesn’t have to force the ball 
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offense, and that’s when the defense really puts the pressure on. But he can 
tell Mike Tomezak is in charge of the Bear offense. (Bear Report photo by Steve 


Woltmann) 


into coverage, as he did on those four inter- 
ceptions at San Francisco in 1987. He knows 
he can make big plays just being himself. 

“He tried to put it downfield a couple of 
times,” Ditka said, ‘“‘and you can say, ‘Oh, 
he shouldn’t have done that.’ But to be a 
great quarterback, you have to take risks. He 
took some calculated risks and made some 
plays. | have no qualms with him. | don’t care 
whether people scream, holler or whatever 
their analysis is.” 

Looking back, the early interceptions were 
predictable. It had gotten too easy for Tomc- 


zak. If a player makes a career out of fight- 


ing his way up from the bottom, what does 
he do when he reaches the top? 

“Maybe I’m better when I'm ticked off go- 
ing into the game,” Tomczak said. ‘‘Maybe 
| should have these guys beat me up before 
1 go out there to get my head screwed on 


- - = 


i 
- 
ir 


Ce ie eS ae 


right.” 

it wasn’t that the interceptions taught him 
anything. ‘‘The only thing an interception 
teaches you is how to make a tackle,’’ Tomc- 
zak said. It was more a harsh reminder, a 
yank on a string around his finger. 


Tomczak bounces back well 


Not that interceptions are a good way to 
start the season, but the way Tomczak came 
back from them was as encouraging as an 
error-free game would have been. 

“No one’s every going to take Tomczak’s 
confidence away,’’ center Jay Hilgenberg 
said. ‘‘There’s no way. He’s a fighter. A cou- 
ple of bad plays aren’t going to hurt him at 
all.” 


Continued Page 24 
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Mike Tomczak earned the respect of the Bears’ coaching staff through a lot 


‘of hard work, and Mike Ditka likes his approach to work as the starting quarter- 
back. (Bear Report photo by David J. Garot) 
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Question of the Week 


Do you prefer playing on natural grass or artificial turf? 


Jim Harbaugh 


QUARTERBACK JIM HARBAUGH — 
Natural grass because that’s the way the 
game was meant to be played. It’s more 
colorful that way and more natural. It’s eas- 
ier on the guys’ knees. 

You have better footing on the artificial turf 
for quick cuts. But it’s not really that big of 
a deal. All that it does is it makes everyone 
else that much quicker. But it’s all relative. 
If everyone is playing on turf, everybody’s 
got a little better footing. If everybody’s play- 
ing On grass, everybody's got a little less 


footing. It’s really not that noticeable, plus 
it’s all relative because everyone’s playing 
on the same field. 

But | think it’s better for everybody to play 
on grass. It’s more fun to watch and it’s just 
the way it’s supposed to be played. Plus for 
the players it’s a little softer to land on. 


Ron Morris 


WIDE RECEIVER RON MORRIS — | 
prefer grass, but if we have to play on turf 


it really doesn’t make any difference. We still 
have to go out and do the job. But if itcame 
down to it, | would have to say natural grass. 
When you're falling you don’t really get the 
scrapes that you do when you fall on the turf. 
It’s a lot softer. 

Most of the time on natural grass you don't 
get your foot planted so hard that if some- 
one falls on your leg it’s going to break. But 
most of the time on natural grass you just 
slip if you cut that hard. So with the injury 
factor, natural grass is better, too. 


WIDE RECEIVER GLEN KOZLOWSKI — 
If you’re not a communist and if you’re worth 
anything, you like grass better. It’s a written 
law in America. Turf is hard, it hurts, it 
doesn’t give. Grass does. 


FULLBACK BRAD MUSTER — Naturai 
grass is a lot better. | don’t like turf. Foot- 
ball should be played on natural grass. You 
have a better feel when you're in the game, 
too. Playing on the turf is like playing in your 
living room. | like being outside and playing 
on grass. 


TIGHT END JIM THORNTON — Natural 
grass all the way because of injury, tradition 
— it’s supposed to be a muddy game. 


, 


Ron Rivera 


LINEBACKER RON RIVERA — | love the 
grass because it’s less stress on your knees, 
it's easier on your body when you fall down 
and it doesn’t hurt as much. 

| think the grass heips your playing, too. 
Sure, you're not as fast as you are on artifi- 
cial turf. But it doesn’t wear on your body as 
fast as turf does. 


Payton hasn’t slowed down yet 


On the football field, Walter Payton ran 
past his competition. 

Now that those days are behind him, Pay- 
ton has found a new way to get past his op- 
ponents — with a race car. 

What started with a few driving lessons in 
1988 has turned into a passion for Payton. 

This year marks his first full season of auto 
racing in the Pro Sports 2000 Challenge rac- 
ing series. And he’s starting out in auto rac- 
ing better than he did in football. 

Payton didn’t make rookie of the year in 
the NFL, but he has a good chance at the 
award in the racing series. 

Currently, he’s tied in the point standings 
for rookie of the year. If he keeps improving 
the way he has been, he could pull away with 
the award in the final three races of the sea- 
son Sept. 24 and 30, with the final race date 
still to be determined. 

Payton is competing with 20 other drivers 
for the rookie award. The standings for the 
award are based on points awarded for fin- 
ishes in all nine races in the series. Payton 
is at the top of the standings despite not 
competing in the fifth race at Road Atlanta 
Aug. 20. 

In the last race Sept. 10 at Road Atlanta 
in Gainesville, Ga., Payton had his best race 
yet in the 24-lap sprint contest. After qualify- 
ing 14th in a 30-car field, Payton finished in 
sixth place and in the money for the second 
time this season. Racers finish in the money 
if they finish in the top 10 in each race. 

Previously, Payton’s best finish was 10th 
at Road America in Elkhart Lake, Wis. July 
16. 

The race series started May 13 at the Pon- 
tiac Grand Prix of Dallas in Addison, Texas. 

Payton is racing in a British-made white 
Lola T-88/90 car, prepared by Ove Olsson 
of Olsson Engineering in Lake Forest, Ill. The 
number of the car, naturally, is 34, and it’s 
colored white with red, black- and gold 
markings. 


As with all Sports 2000 cars, it is a closed- 
wheel, two-seat racer with a 2,000 cc-Ford 
single overhead cam, four-cylinder engine 
with about 140 horsepower. The top speed 
of the car is about 140 mph. 

Olsson said Payton is making ‘“‘incredible 
improvement” in auto racing. “Things are 
Starting to click for him. He’s getting the 
hang of it,”” Olsson said. 

“The same qualities that made him a foot- 
ball legend are working to his advantage in 
Pro Sports 2000 competition — good reflex- 
es, speed and endurance, plus the competi- 
tive spirit. He’s extremely competitive in 
everything he does.” 

_ In his first season of racing in 1988, Pay- 
ton took first place in the Midwestern Coun- 
cil of Sports Cars competition at Blackhawk 
Frams Raceway near Rockton, Ill. 

In his third professional start he placed 
19th in the eighth race of that year’s Pro 
Sports 2000 series. 

In the 1988 Fort Wayne Regional, an 
amateur Sports 2000 event, Payton finished 
second in his class and fourth overall. 

Payton is getting some good backing from 
Olsson, who has 23 years of experience with 
which to help Payton. Olsson has worked on 
a variety of racing circuits, from Formula 
Ford to CART. Among the other drivers he’s 
worked with are John, Jeff and Michael An- 
dretti. 

Payton’s car is sponsored by Ambassador 
Office Equipment, a company Payton start- 
ed working with in 1987 as an advertising 
spokesman. 

“We're pleased to be sponsoring Walter 
in his first full season in Pro Sports 2000 auto 
racing and to have supported him last sea- 
son as he launched his new auto racing 
career,” Ambassador president Jerome 
Hunsanger said. “‘We have enjoyed watch- 
ing him tune his driving skills and believe 
that he will become a true contender in the 
professional series during the ‘89 season.” 


— on. — +a - ae = 


PLAN PAPER COMERS 


Former Bears’ running back Walter Payton hasn't slowed down since retiring 


from football. Now he’s in contention to be a top rookie in auto racing. 


Was Plan B worth $4 million? 


On opening day, three Plan B players 
scored touchdowns. They are (drum roll) Carl 
Bland of the Packers, who recovered a fum- 
ble in the end zone; Marc Logan of the Dol- 
phins, who ran back a blocked punt; and 
Derrick Shepard of the Saints, who returned 
a punt. 


DON PIERSON 
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Gary Hogeboom, the expensive Plan B 
quarterback, threw a touchdown pass for the 
Cardinals that turned ouf to be decisive. 

Was it worth the nearly $4 million in lost 
signing bonuses paid to the more than 100 
Plan B acquisitions who never made it? 

it depends on point of view. 

Teams that spent the most money chas- 
ing these 229 players called it a success. 
Although the Packers retained only seven of 
the 20 they signed and lost $373,000 in sign- 
ing bonuses, they say they can't measure 
the value in terms of increased competition. 
The Browns lost $249,009 in bonuses, but) 
retained eight of 14 and five are starters. The 
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Redskins kept only four of 15 and lost the 
most, $425,000. The Cardinals are ecstatic 
to have Hogeboom now that Neil Lomax is 
out. 

For the Bears, who lost nine players and 
signed none, the whole project was ‘“‘a 
farce,” according to player personnel direc- 
tor Bill Tobin, who laments another unneces- 
sary drain of league resources. 

Tobin kept track of recruiting trips for 
tryouts. He said there were 778 at an esti- 
mated cost of $1,000 per trip, including med- 
ical checkups. 

The Saints reported 121 of the 229 Plan 
B players are not on final 47-man rosters with 
the original teams that signed them. They 
represent lost signing bonuses of $3,881,500 
and salary exposure to injured reserve play- 
ers of an additional $5,070,000 if they stay 
all year. 

How long they last now and how much 
they contribute is the next test. Four touch- 
downs the first week aren’t enough to tell. 

eOF THE BEARS’ LAST 15 first-round 
draft choices dating to 1979, every one re- 
mains active in the league, a success record 
no other team can approach. 

Five of the 15 are starting or will start for 
other teams this weekend: San Diego’s Jim 
McMahon, Los Angeles Raiders’ Willie Gault 
and Otis Wilson, Philadeiphia’s Al Harris, 
and Washington's Wilber Marshall. 

Eight will start for the Bears and two, Jim 
Harbaugh and William Perry, have started. 

Of tne 15, seven were chosen in ihe bot- 
tom half of the first round. Only four came 


is Buddy Ryan on a mission from God in Philadelphia? He says he may have 
been put there to take the Eagles to the Super Bowl. 


out of the top 10, the so-called easy picks. 

The Bears have 38 of their own draft 
choices on their 47-man roster. No wonder 
they don’t need Plan B. Still, they are at- 
tempting to become the first team to go to 
a Super Bowl with a free agent quarterback, 
Mike Tomezak. 

e@ALL THE NEWS THAT'S FIT to print: “‘l 
have no respect for the man. Mike Ditka is 
a fat-headed redneck.” That’s what Cincin- 
nati's James Brooks told the New York 
Times. 

And all Ditka did was say he thought 
Brooks had slowed down. Shows how wrong 
Ditka can be. 

eJIM MCMAHON’S DEBUT FOR the 
Chargers contained a certain amount of deja 
vu. He was benched with 6:37 left in the third 
quarter when the Chargers were behind 
28-14. Coach Dan Henning said the game 
was out of reach and McMahon was ‘“‘not 
hurt to my knowledge.”’ 

McMahon said he suffered some bruised 
ribs, but could have returned. 

Later Henning admitted he was hurt. 

Then Henning said he would practice the 
following Wednesday. McMahon didn’t. 

McMahon, asked his opinion of the bench- 
ing, replied: “I’m very unopinionated.” Then 
he refused to talk to reporters. 

*NEW INJURED RESERVE RULES to 
discourage teams from “stashing’’ players 
apparently worked. Players placed on I.R. 
during the preseason are ineligible to play 
or practice all year, so the result is only 141 
on |.R. this week compared to 347 at this 


time last year and 358 two years ago. 
eDETROIT’S. SILVER STRETCH 
OFFENSE, the much-awaited ‘run and 
shoot’ alignment of assistant coach Mouse 
Davis, resulted in only one touchdown pass 
and 17 interceptions during the preseason. 

The Lions opened with Bob Gagliano at 
quarterback while rookie Rodney Peete 
recovers from a knee injury. Gagliano was 
attending fire-fighting classes in Oxnard, 
Cal., until the Lions called before training 
camp. 

Added to the Lions’ roster last week was 
running back and kick returner Paul Palmer, 
No. 1 draft choice of the Kansas City Chiefs 
two years ago. It was Palmer who told form- 
er Chiefs’ coach Frank Gansz and his staff 
last season: “‘] don’t have to listen to you 
guys because you’re not going to be here 
after the season anyway and maybe I'll 
hasten things by putting the ball on the 
ground.” 

Gansz is now the Lions’ special teams 
coach. Palmer and Gansz insist they don’t 
hold a grudge, but Palmer better hold the 
football. 

eBUDDY RYAN IS ON A MISSION from 
God: 

“| really think I’m a religious guy. Most 
people don’t, but I’m as good as | can be. 
Maybe I’m not as good as some others, but 
| really felt like the plan was when | came 
here | was sent for a reason and the reason, 
I'm hoping, is to go to the Super Bowl. It 
could have been to. be humiliated, | don’t 
know, but | was sent here.” 


The Lions’ new Silver Stretch offense suffered a setback before the regular 
season even started when starting quarterback rookie Rodney Peete went down 


with a knee injury. 
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Reader left dumbfounded 


To the editor, 

| have got to take issue with three letter 
writers in the Sept. 11 Bear Report. | am 
dumbfounded by the views of these people. 
Their brains are so chock full of foolishness 
it boggles the mind. 

To Wally Jimmo — the Bears won the Su- 
per Bowl primarily because of defense, not 
Jim McMahon. The 44-0 rout of the Dallas 
Cowboys (which started them on their down- 
ward slide) was accomplished with the Mike 
Phipps of the 1980s, Steve Fuller, at the 
helm. Jim McMahon was nursing one of his 
myriad of maladies on the sidelines. The 
Cowboys, people forget, were division 
champs that year. Yet the defense was way 
over their heads. 

Mr. Jimmo, for insinuating that Jim McMa- 
hon was the reason they won in 1985, that 
Dan Marino is really ‘‘just another quarter- 
back,’ and that the Bears will go 6-10 
without the BYU boy, | banish you to the hin- 
terlands of Minnesota and/or northern Wis- 
consin, where your kind of talk is 
appreciated. 

To Donald J. Frehe, the Bears have lost 
their last two playoff games that McMahon 
started. Apart from the Super Bowl year, only 
Steve Fuller and Mike Tomezak have start- 
ed playoff games the Bears have won in the 
last 25 years. For a team playing without its 
“heart” as often as the Bears have, they 
have done quite well going 16-3 behind 
Tomezak. 

Mr. Frehe, for saying that McMahon would 
have made the difference in four or five vic- 
tories (I think Mr. Frehe assumes McMahon 
would not have stuck himself in his eyeball 
with a fork during the season), for agreeing 
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with Mr. Jimmo that the Bears will miss the 
playoffs and go 6-10, and for the downright 
perverse statement that Green Bay will 
sweep us this year, | sanction you to go with 
Mr. Jimmo to the log cabin of your choice. 
Finally, to Jessica Welein, you ask, ‘What 
are the Chicago Bears without Jim McMa- 
hon?” | answer, “A hell of a. good football 
team.”’ When the playoffs roll around, the 
Bears will be there — no worse than 10-6. 
Ditka knows what it takes to win. Give Tome- 
zak a chance. He'll do just fine. And soon 
the punky QB will be a distant, unreliable 
memory — for the San Diego Chargers. 
Jeff Given 
Lake Forest, IL 


Bears aren’t going nowhere 


To the editor, 

| generally love to hear what others have 
to say about the Bears, but | am really get- 
ting sick of hearing people say that the Bears 
are going nowhere without Jim McMahon. 

But regardless of popular opinion, his 
trade was in the best interest for both par- 
ties involved. Don’t get me wrong, | also 
think that Jim McMahon was a good quar- 
terback when he was healthy, and | appreci- 
ate all the exciting Sundays he contributed 
to. But | am very pleased with the Bears’ de- 
cision to go with Mike Tomezak as their start- 
er. | think he has proven time and time again 
that he is every bit as good as, if not better 
than, No. 9. 

And as a fan | would like him to know that 
| am behind him 100 percent. | believe he 
is going to lead the Bears to greatness in 
1989. 


Now for all those people who pride them- 
selves by claiming that they’re true Bear 


Viewpoint 


Mail Letters To: 1271 W. Dundee Rd., Box 89E, Buffalo Grove, IL 60 


fans, | have news for you. True fans stick by 
and believe in their teams through times of 
change, and true fans are not hypocrites. | 
speak for myself as well as many others 
when | say that | am very excited and en- 
thusiastic about the upcoming season now 
that Tomezak is top gun. We believe in you, 
Mike, all the way. 
Robin Fullerton 
Hinsdale, IL 


Bears win with a team effort 


To the editor, 

| cannot believe my ears or eyes that there 
are people out there who think that Jim 
McMahon was the reason the Bears were 
successful. Winning is a team effort. Might 
| remind people that Jim McMahon played 
in only one-third of his career! If an employee 
calls in sick that often, you'd better get rid 
of him. 

When the weather gets cold and the winds 
start swirling around Soldier Field, McMahon 
didn’t have the arm to get the job done. And 
that time of the year is playoff time. 

| cannot believe that there was a person 
out in Soldier Field that held a sign saying, 
“Trade Ditka.” | wish idiots like that would” 
stay away from the stadium. Mike Ditka, Bill 
Tobin, Mike McCaskey and all the other men 
behind the scenes are the only reason the 
Bears are where they are. The only reason! 
Not Jim McMahon. 

Mike Ditka cares more about Bear winning 
football in his little finger than McMahon 
cared about it in his whole body. | heard 
McMahon say to the press more than once, 
“As long as they pay me.’ What kind of jerk 
says something like that? 


As a Bear fan, your first loyalty is to the 
organization itself. if the Bears trade some- 
one, you back it. That's it! The only reason 
| hope Jim McMahon does weil is so that we 
get a first-round draft pick for him. Other than 
that, that man is now the enemy. Crush him! 

Clark Wright 
Libertyville; IL 


Bannon 
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“Even the Buddy Ryan thing is a dead 
subject. Buddy’s doing good. Good for Bud- 
dy. Mike’s doing well. Good for Mike. Peo- 
ple have got to live and they all don’t have 
to get along. A lot of those players who ar- 
en’t here anymore, maybe it’s a little sour 
grapes. | think a lot of players want to play 
for the Bears, The guys here are proud to 
put on the biue.”’ 

As for Ditka, he’s learned to brush it all off. 
“Pve seen guys come and go,” he said. “‘t’ve 
seen the big mouths and crybabies. {'ve 
seen the competitors and the guys who don't 
want to pay the price, They usually end up 
on the outside looking in. The guys who are 
willing to pay the price and work for me have 
never had any problems. They've moved on 
basically for their own reasons, whether it’s 
money or something else. 

“Some we’ve moved out because they no 
longer fit in with Bear football. Whether they 
play somebody else’s football, that’s up to 
them. 

“Records speak. The other stuff is just 
bull.”” 


Ole Olson’s Wild Bird Hunts 
Pheasant, Quail, Prairie Chicken, 
allin a day's hunt. Nov.-Jan. 
*Dove in Sept. eDaily rate includes 
uide, vehicles, over 12,000 
private acres, game cleaned + 
packed, your dogs or mine 
°References °For free brochure 
call or write: 

Ole Olson 
225 S. Main, Dept. CB 
Lindsborg, Kansas 67456 
913-227-2528 
Mention The Bear Report! 


” Premises 


Kankakee 


RESTAURANT 


Voted One of Chicago’s 
Top Ten Restaurants 


Featuring the finest in 
authentic Greek dining 
in relaxed and friendly 
surroundings. 


Our waiters will be happy 
to assist you in selecting 
from our extensive menu. 


Your Hosts: 
Chris and Bill Liakouras 
Gregory Karabis 


314 South Halsted Street 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606 
(312) 726-2407 


Name. 
Address 
City 
State/Zip 


In the Heart of Greek Town 
Open daily 11 a.m.-2 a.m. 
Free Parking 


Credit Cards 3, 1990. 


Waikiki Marina 
Hotel 


Underwater Bar On 


(808) 955-0714 
Or 1-800-367-6070 
In U.S., Canada & Alaska 
1 Block From Hilton 
_ Hawaiian Village 
1956 Ala Moana 
OAHU, HAWAII 
Mention Chicago Bear Report 


The Grand 


Hunt ie * 


1989-90 Introductory Offer — A 
Day Pheasant Hunt for up to 3 
Hunters. (Good through March 

3}, 1990). ¢Guaranteed fair shot at 
9 birds *Expert guide and dog 
included *Shoot as many birds as 
you like ¢First-class lodging 
available. All for '225 (party of 3) 

Business entertainment & retreats 

our specialty! The Grand Pa 

Kankakee Hunt Club features the|’ 
finest upland game huntingon 

2,200 acres of prime habitat. Join \ 

us for a top quality hunt over 
well-trained dogs at the most 
unique hunting fagility in the 

Midwest. ONLY | HOUR FROM 

CHICAGO. Book your hunt 
today! 
Call 219-797-2135 or write to: 
The Grand Kankakee Hunt Club 
16766 S. 250 W, Hanna, Indiana 46340 
Check one or all: O Membership Info 
0 Hunt Info 3 Pheasant Reservation Hunt 


Only 1 hour from Chicago. 16 miles east of 
Valparaiso, Ind., on U.S. 30, S. on SR 39, 3 
miles, Follow signs. Season open until March 


Mention The Bears 


PACIFIC WING 
AIR CHARTERS 


Gkhes We'll Take You To 
Unspoiled 
Wilderness Offering: 

Rainbows Silvers 
eSteelhead *Cutthroat 
*Dolly Varden eGoats 
Brown & Black Bear 
®Moose, Deer *Leconte 
Glacier ¢Devil’s Thumb 
Witches Cauldron 
eKate’s Needle 


P.O. Box 1560, Dept. CB 
Petersburg Airport 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 


Mention The Bear Report 


i. ee 
LOINWBIN Ghia Sistine 
907-772-9258 


shirt designs & shirts. 


CUSTOM IMPRINTED PRODUCTS 
Featuring your Design or Logo! 


Imprinted on T-Shirts, Coffee 
Cups, Buttons, Keytags, 
Phone Books, and over 500 
other products. Come see our 
showroom featuring hundreds 
of items on display. No matter 
what your needs or type of 
promotion, we have an item for 
you! Call today for more 
information and color catalog. AD SPECIAL: 144 
Porcelain Coffee Cups with your logo, only $1.48 
each. We have a complete retail store, also. We 
offer printed T-shirt specials, 2 for $5.00; lettering & 
numbering while you wait. Large assortment of T- 


CUSTOM STUDIOS 


1333 W. Devon Ave., Chicago, Illinois 60660 


ef BOGGY 
PLANTATION 


Enjoy tne finest whitetail 
hunting in South Carolina 
and the longest deer season 
in the U.S.: August 15- 
January 1. Full accommoda- 
tions for 20 hunters. Hunt 
from 80 permanent blinds 
and 20 portable stands on 
3300 acres of prime deer 
habitat including swamp, 
hardwood bottoms, pine 
woods, and corn, soybean 
and rye fields. 


Boggy Plantation 
Hunting Club 
P.o. Box 391 
Estill, South Carolina 29918 


803-625-4441 
803-625-2448 
Mention The Bears! 


Intersection of H 
PLATTEVILLE, 


(312) 761-1150 


Timsers 


Supper Clu 


Gault’s. . .for the person on the path to perfection. 
2872 E. 


Mon.-Fri. 10-7:30 p.m.; Sat. 10-7 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m. 
MCAVISA/AMEX 


World’s largest theatre, electronic 


Pipe organ, live entertainment 
nightly. Dramatic Frank Lioyd 
Wright-style cedar and glass 
building. Featuring an international 


- 151& 80/81 menu. Banquet facilities available. 


TSCONSIN 


Reservations Suggested — 
Not Required 


Phone (608) 348-2406 
Mention The Bear Report 


GAULT'S 


© 


Huron (Wabash), Chicago, Illinois 60671 


Fashions For Men & Women 
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1989 NFL Schedule 


<> 
Week 9 Week 12 
Sunday, Sept. 10 Sunday, Oct. 15 Sunday, Nov. 5 Thursday, Nov. 23 
Tampa Bay 23, Green Bay 21 Detroit at Tampa Bay, noon Buffalo at Atlanta, noon Cleveland at Detroit, 11:30 p.m. 
Chicago 17, Cincinnati 14 Green Bay at Minnesota, noon Bears at Green Bay, noon Philadelphia at Dallas, 3 p.m. 
New Orleans 28, Dallas 0 Houston at Bears, noon Cleveland at Tampa Bay, noon Sunday, Nov. 26 
L.A. Rams 31, Atlanta 21 Miami at Cincinnati, noon Detroit at Houston, noon Atlanta at N.Y. Jets, noon 
Phoenix 16, Detroit 13 New England at Atlanta, noon Indianapolis at Miami, noon Cincinnati at Buffalo, noon 
San Francisco 30, Indianapolis 24 Washington at N.Y. Giants, noon L.A. Rams at Minnesota, noon Houston at Kansas City, noon 
Cleveland 51, Pittsburgh 0 San Francisco at Dallas, noon N.Y. Jets at New England, noon Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milw., noon 
New England 27, N.Y. Jets 24 Seattle at San Diego, 3 p.m. Seattle at Kansas City, noon Pittsburgh at Miami, noon 
Minnesota 38, Houston 7 Indianapolis at Denver, 3 p.m. Cincinnati at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. San Diego at Indianapolis, noon 
Buffalo 27, Miami 24 Pittsburgh at Cleveland, 3 p.m. N.Y. Giants at Phoenix, 3 p.m. Seattle at Denver, 3 p.m. 
Philadeiphia 31, Seattle 7 N.Y. Jets at New Orleans, 3 p.m. Philadelphia at San Diego, 3 p.m. New England at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Denver 34, Kansas City 20 Philadelphia at Phoenix, 3 p.m. Pittsburgh at Denver, 3 p.m. Tampa Bay at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders 40, San Diego 14 Kansas City at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. Dallas at Washington, 7 p.m. Bears at Washington, 3 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 17 Monday, Oct. 16 Monday, Nov. 6 L.A. Rams at New Orleans, 7 p.m. 
N.Y. Giants 27, Washington 24 L.A. Rams at Buffalo, 8 p.m. San Francisco at New Orleans, 8 p.m. Monday, Nov. 27 — 
N.Y. Giants at San Francisco, 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 17 Sunday, Oct. 22 Sunday, Nov. 12 Sunday, Dec. 3 
Green Bay 35, New Orleans 34 Dallas at Kansas City, noon Bears at Pittsburgh, noon Cincinnati at Cleveland, noon 
Atlanta 27, Dallas 21 Green Bay at Miami, noon Denver at Kansas City, noon Green Bay at Tampa Bay noon 
Kansas City 24, L.A. Raiders 19 indianapolis at Cincinnati, noon Green Bay at Detroit, noon ; Houston at Pittsburgh noon 
Miami 24,.New England 10 L.A. Raiders at Philadelphia, noon Indianapolis at Buffalo, noon Indianapolis at New England noon 
Cleveland 38, N.Y. Jets 24 Minnesota at Detroit, noon Miami at N.Y. Jets, noon L.A. Rams at Dallas, noon 1 
Philadelphia 42, Washington 37 N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, noon Minnesota at Tampa Bay, noon Miami at Kansas City, noon 
Cincinnati 41, Pittsburgh 10 Pittsburgh at Houston, noon New Orleans at New England, noon New Orleans‘atD atroit naan 
San Francisco 20, Tampa Bay 16 Tampa Bay at Washington, noon Washington at Philadelphia, noon Philadelphia at N.Y. Giants, noon 
New York Giants 24, Detroit 14 New England at San Francisco, 3 p.m. Atlanta at San Francisco, 3 p.m. San Francisco at Atlanta AGO 
Chicago 38, Minnesota 7 Atlanta at Phoenix, 3 p.m. Cleveland at Seattle, 3 p.m. Washington at Phoenix 3 p.m 
Phoenix 34, Seattle 24 ; Denver at Seattle, 3 p.m. Dallas at Phoenix, 3 p.m. N.Y. Jets at San Diego, 3 p.m. 
Houston 34, San Diego 27 New Orleans at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. N.Y. Giants at L:A. Rams, 3 p.m. Danvarariha Paidere, 5 ie 
L.A. Rams 31, Indianapolis 17 N.Y. Giants at San Diego, 3 p.m. L.A. Raiders at San Diego, 7 p.m. Beare-at Minnesota 7 p.m. 7 
Monday, Sept. 18 Monday, Oct. 23 Monday, Nov. 13 Monday, Dec. 4 
Denver at Buffalo, 8 p.m. ‘ Bears at Cleveland, 8 p.m. Cincinnati at Houston, 8 p.m. Buffalo at Seattle, 8 p.m. 2 
Sunday, Oct. 29 unday, Nov. 
= WEEKES Riana at New Orleans, noon Buffalo at New England, noon Fe ey POC ales: noon 
Sunday, Sept..24 __ Deleaitvs: Green Bay at Milw., noon Detroit.at Cincinnati, noon Dallas at Philadelphia, noon 
Atlanta at Indianapolis, noon Houston at Cleveland, noon Kansas City at Cleveland, noon Detrotiakboarouncen 
Beano ae neat) MOAR Kansas City at Pittsburgh, noon Miami at Dallas, noon Kansas City at Green Bay, noon 
Bears at Detroit, noon L.A. Rams at Bears, noon Minnesota at Philadelphia, noon i 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh, noon erat New Orleans at Buffalo, noon 
gn, Miami at Buffalo, noon New Orleans at Atlanta, noon Pittsburgh at N.Y. Jets, noon 
a Ones at Tape \eay. aes New England at Indianapolis, noon San Diego at Pittsburgh, noon San Di Washinat 
Phoenix at N.Y. Giants, noon A an Diego at Was ington, noon 
: ; Phoenix at Dallas, noon Tampa Bay at Bears, noon Seattle“at Cincinnati. noon 
Sani vate: ey miiedelphla. ais «Tampa Bay at Cincinnati, noon Phoenix at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. ; 
Seattle at New England, noon 2 é : ue ! Tampa Bay at Houston, noon 
Seattle any San Francisco at N.Y. Jets, 3 p.m. L.A. Raiders at.Houston, 3 p.m. Cleveland at Indianapolis, 3 p.m: 
Washington: Dallas, non Washington at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. Seattle at N.Y. Giants, 3 p.m. NY: Giarile-at'Denverssioin! 
Green ayia re tenga iore at Philadelphia at Denver, 3 p.m. Green Bay at San Francisco, 3 p.m. Phoenix at L.A. Raiders, 3 p.m. 
Kansas (CRyat oor Dieta Pui: San Diego at Seattle, 3 p.m. N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis, 7 p.m. New England at Miami, 7 p.m. 
Ngee tees hs Monday, Oct. 30 Monday, Nov. 20 iondatipec. 11 
mender! Sent. ph Be Minnesota at N.Y. Giants, 8 p.m. Denver at Washington, 8 p.m. San Francisco at L.A. Rams, 8 p.m. 
Cleveland at Cincinnati, 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 16 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants, 11:30 a.m. 
Atlanta vs. Green Bay at Mil Denver at Phoenix, 3 p.m. 
i y at Milw., noon DeeLA7 
Cincinnati at Kansas City, noon Sunday, Dec. 
Denver at Cleveland, noon Lng] FL Green Bay at Bears, noon 
; : , Houston at Cincinnati, noon 
indianapolis at N.Y. Jets, noon Miami at Indianapolis, noon 
Miamiat Houston, noos = Minnesota at Cleveland, noon 
New England at Buffalo, noon New England at Pittsburgh, noon 
Washington at New Orleans, noon qin i San Di rgn, 
: : an Diego at Kansas City, noon 
Pittsburgh at Detroit, noon Tampa Bay at Detroit, noon 
Tampa Bay at Minnesota, noon Washington at Atlanta, 3 p.m 
San Diego at Phoenix, 3 p.m. N.Y. Jets at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 
pe AS meplgpsrniee cate Buffalo at San Francisco, 3 p.m, 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas, 3 p.m. NATIONAL CONFERENCE AMERICAN CONFERENCE ian Raiders at’ SoatheraaoIn = 
L.A. Rams at San Francisco, 3 p.m. East cae Mon day, Dec. 18 , = 
Monday, Oct. 2 L . : ABetaey 
Philadelphia at Bears, 8 p.m. N.Y. Giants 0 OF 0 O Philadelphia at New Orleans, 8 p.m. 
Philadelphia. 0 0 1,000 Ie 20 
0 : i New Aeok, woes 5 Saturday, Dec. 23 
2 000 Indianapolis Buffalo at N.Y. Jets, 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 8 : a ; ’ 
Buffalo at indianapolis, noon Wasregntaas ole es BY Jets pees 9 Washington at Seattle, 3 p.m. 
Bears at Tampa Bay, noon .. | Chicago 0 0 1.000 Cleveland 0 0 Cleveland at Houston, 7 p.m. 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh, noon Minnesota 1.0 .500 Cincinnati ab 16 Sunday, Dec. 24 
Sleveland at Miami, noon 1 0 .500 ty 40 Detroit at Atlanta, noon 
Dallas at Green Bay, noon 1 © 500 oy 1G Green Bay at Dallas, noon 
Detroit at Minnesota, noon Detroit are 0 .000 iar é hese Oty ot Mice one noon 
ir Ge Sie iecalgiia, ae L.A. Rams 0 0 4.000 Kansas City a0 L.A. Raiders at N.Y. Giants, noon 
Y. Giants at Philadelphia, noon Raiders hose 
Phoenix at Washington, 3 p.m. San Francisco ... : i ped L.A. Rai Oia nal ble ease pean. acon 
; : oenix at Phila ’ 
San Diego at Denver, 3 p.m. New Orleans .... 1 0 .500 Boo Pittsburgh at Tempe Bay, noon 


Kansas City at Seattle, 3 p.m. 

New Orleans at San Francisco,‘3 p.m. 
Atlanta at L.A. Rams, 3 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 9 

L.A. Raiders at N.Y. Jets, 8 p.m. 


Bears at San Francisco, 3 p.m. wn 
Denver at San Diego, 3 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 25 

Cincinnati at Minnesota, 8 p.m. 


-—~s 
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That wasn’t,always the case. Tomczak’s 
confidence was as big a concern as his in- 
terceptions. Neither bothered his team- 
mates, though, and their backing might have 
been the biggest question of all. Remember 
how long this was McMahon's team, and any 
other quarterback was merely keeping his 
place warm. 

Tomcezak still isn’t quite penicillin when it 
comes to shots in the arm, as McMahon was 
in 1985. But his teammates are more com- 
fortable with him at quarterback now than 
they were with McMahon last year. McMa- 
hon missed so many games, the feeling 
shifted from eagerly awaiting his returns to 
nervously awaiting his departures. With 
Tomezak, they’re ‘‘not waiting for the other 
shoe to drop anymore,” defensive tackle 
Dan Hampton said. 

They believe in Tomczak because he be- 
lievas in himself. They can see it in Mike 
Tomezak’s eyes. They can hear it in his 
voice. Tomcezak is the Bears’ leader now, a 
quarterback who is more than ready to make 
the leap from stand-in to standout. 

“He takes charge in the huddle,” safety 
Dave Duerson said. ‘He takes charge when 
he comes to the line of scrimmage. It’s not 
as though he’s looking for his offensive line- 
men to lead him. He’s leading the offense. 

“We can tell on defense whether a quar- 
terback is in charge when he comes up to 
the line of scrimmage. If we sense he’s not 
sure of himself, we’ll apply all kinds of pres- 
sure. That’s what we did to Tony Eason in 
the Super Bowl.”’ 

Opponents probably did that to Tomezak 
three years ago, maybe even two. The 
change came last season, even before he 
won the starting job. 

Tomczak watched games on TV, and 
when backup quarterbacks played, he no 
longer identified with them. He pulled for 
them because they were underdogs. 


Backup situation familiar to him 


“If he does well, great. If he doesn't, it’s 
expected,” Tomezak said. During one of 
those games, the comparison dawned on 
him and shocked him at the same time. ‘‘l 
said, ‘Wait a minute, T-zak. You’re in the 
same situation as this guy.’ ” 

But he wasn’t. Not anymore. He had made 
the decision he could start, should start. He 
would beat out McMahon. “'I don’t picture 
myself as a backup,” he said in midseason 
fast year. ‘‘Maybe because |’m playing so 
much.” 

More likely, he had honestly decided he 
could play as well as McMahon. “'| had con- 
fidence before. It might have been false con- 
fidence,”’ he says now. 

Confidence and success are somewhat 
like chickens and eggs. It’s hard to say which 
comes first. But it’s easier to have confi- 
dence without success than success without 
confidence. It might even be necessary in 
the case of an undrafted quarterback who 
has played with two first-rounders all his 
career. 

“Who'd have expected five years ago, me 
sitting on the bench, to be catapulted to a 
starting role in five years?”’ Tomezak said. 
“I think only one guy expected that. Myself.”’ 

By this summer, most of the Bears expect- 
ed it. The defensive players were more quick 
to believe in him. “‘That’s only natural,” 
linebacker Mike Singletary said. It wasn’t an 
emotional issue with them. They hadn’t 
played with McMahon. But as last season 
went on, the offense fell behind Tomezak. 

“The offensive line helped him a lot,’’ Sin- 
gletary said. ‘‘They showed him it doesn’t 
make any difference who's in there. ‘We’re 
going to do the job. We're going to block for 
you like we block for McMahon.’ That was 
the difference.” 

It’s Tomezak’s team now. He even has 
McMahon's old locker. ‘‘I’ve proved a lot to 
myself,” he said. ‘| don’t have any more 
proving to do. It’s just a matter of going out 
and doing it now.” 


fe 


HEY BEARS FANS! 

GET THIS EXCITING \' 

LIFE-SIZE GROWTH ‘\ LIMITED 
CHART POSTER OF 

MIKE SINGLETARY! 


HURRY IN TO YOUR LOCAL SEARS STORE! 
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